Against fascism 
Flite e-lahyin) 


Y=) ©) ¢=1 08] 01-1040) 0)s) 
No 399 
£2.50 


Trouble upstairs 
Sonia Gable on 
BNP plansto 
scrap its 
newspaper 
pages 6-7 


Cfo) Taleg Mele) | 
Nick Lowles 
charts a way 
forward for 

anti-fascism 
pages 8-9 


mivigliatekeleiaie)s 
Europe 
Afour-page 
special on next 
year's European 
elections 

pages 14-17 


earchiignt 


BEHIND 
CLOSED 
BYeve) 13 


Searchlight uncovers the BNP hate factory 


Searchlight 


WN avemlalcclear-lece)are) 
anti-fascist monthly 


September 2008 


Published by 
Searchlight Magazine Ltd 
PO Box 1576 
Ilford 1G5 ONG 


Telephone 
020 7681 8660 


Fax 
020 7681 8650 


email 
editor@searchlightmagazine.com 


website 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Editor 
Nick Lowles 


Deputy editor 
Sonia Gable 


European editor 
Graeme Atkinson 


Publisher 
Gerry Gable 


ISSN 0262-4591 


© Searchlight 2008 


~and Graeme Atkinson look at who might join a parliamentary 


Contents... 


SALI CURFURALION 
ORD 


Investigation 


4 Searchlight uncovers BNP hate factory Gerry Gable ae 


reveals the secret location of the BNP’s new premises 


6 Trouble upstairs Sonia Gable investigates the problems 


__—LSA ADVETITD 
at the top of the BNP 


12 BNP accounts don’t add up Sonia Gable analyses the 
BNP’s latest figures 


SAFE & SOUND 
“RACMASTERQUADS LTI 


No hiding place on the 
Deeside business park where 
the BNP rents a unit 


Campaigning 


8 Going Local Nick Lowles concludes the debate on the way 
forward for anti-fascism 


10 Shouting slogans is not enough in days like these 
argues Jason Hunter 


14 Turning out for Europe Nick Lowles explains how 
anti-fascists can prevent the BNP from making a political 
breakthrough in the European elections 


of Seurevation halal 


FTRAVING 


The BNP’s main propaganda 
sheet is “ineffective” say 


16 Griffin's potential friends in Europe David Williams 


bloc with the BNP 


18 The real picture Protests at the BNP festival 


BNP leaders 


21 Solidarity a concept alien to the BNP David Williams 
on the latest from the BNP’s fake trade union 


22 Close encounter of the simple kind Matthew Collins 
reports the news from the blogs 


23 Council Watch Disappointment all round 


24 Racist BNP defames war hero David Williams reports on 


the BNP’s fake VCs scandal : 7 ; 
Anti-fascists must boost 


turnout in the European 
elections to stop the BNP 


25 Home news Row over BNP leads to assault conviction; 
Racist hatemailer avoids jail; Thief stole meat for former BNP 


councillor’s wake 
aT ‘2 wetted |\ €| ‘a Wt 


out now £8 p&p inc. 


The BNP’s Red, White and 
Blue festival was not welcome 
in Derbyshire 


to order go to 
www.hopenothate.org.uk 


Searchlight 
WET Eat 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine website to 
access articles from the latest and previous 
issues of the magazines. 


bir ladikellig-leaalii-nielmlaiilaurlecelineya] 
erie kielireme-latieiinsiaielibelare 
internationally. Historical features, 
interviews and much more. 


To find out about fascism past and present 
visit www.searchlightmagazine.com 


uithor Sania Gable | Date; May 2008 i i ‘The murderers 


Is are among us 
ty fool: Barnbrook carries BNP baton into the London Asse! 
chard Barnbrook is the hero af the moment in the BNP, Party 
embers are waxing lyrical about. “Richard the Wionheart* in an 

mpt to draw a veil over thelr patchy >> 


isquiet in the BNP over a strange i 
jomie longstanding members of the BI ave been asking why Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, took time out from the election campaign 
| only three days before polling day to attend o> 


‘David Willams | Date: Ape 2008 


ame 


20 Hope not hate in Yorkshire Bill Adams calls for a united 
trade union and anti-fascist response to the BNP 


26 Belgium VB councillors fall out over former Klan leader, 
by Wim Haelsterman 


26 Sweden ‘Leaderless resistance’ groups proliferate, 
by Anders Dalsbro 


27 Russia Nazi serial killer trial starts, by Ulyana Bobrova 


28 Germany Racists gather for Cologne anti-Islam rally, by 
Hans-Peter Killguss; Nazi alliance collapsing, by Jens Thomas 


30 The Netherlands New right-wing populist enters the 
political arena; Nazis vandalise town hall, by Jeroen Bosch 


32 Austria Election brings fear of far-right gains, 
by Heribert Schiedel 


33 International roundup Holocaust denier awaits verdict 
(Australia); Police stop nazi summer camp (Germany); Fascist 
registration refused (Czech Republic); Terror bible is legal 
(Czech Republic); FN sells headquarters to Chinese (France) 


34 Italy Government party MEP to attend anti-Islam 
congress, by Alfio Bernabei 


= 2 


. 
page 


Pe 


Moving forward, going local 

Over the past four months Searchlight has led a 
debate over the future direction of anti-fascism. 
We initiated this because at best anti-fascists are just 
holding the line against the BNP while at worst we 
are being overwhelmed by BNP growth across the 
country. The period immediately following May’s 
local and London elections seemed an appropriate 
time to have this debate. We critically assessed our 
own tactics, as well as those of other anti-fascist 
groups, and also raised shortcomings in public 
policy and a democratic deficiency that led to 
widespread alienation. 

Now, however, it is time to move on. In this issue 
we attempt to draw together some of the different 
strands of opinion and offer a coherent strategy, 
based around local campaigning, which we believe 
is the best short-term path for anti-fascism. 
This should go beyond simply giving lip-service 
to local communities to actually getting stuck into 
local issues and addressing local concerns. We must 
also begin to focus on next June’s European 
elections. As we discuss in this magazine, there will 
never be a better opportunity for the BNP to make 
a major political breakthrough. Whatever our own 
personal views on the European Union we need to 
encourage turnout. 

Whatever differences exist, and there are major 
political and strategic differences, anti-fascists must 
work together where we can. Searchlight will work 
with and support all local anti-BNP groups, the 
political parties, trade unions and community 
organisations wherever possible. 


The unpalatable truth? 

As politicians and commentators squabbled over the 
latest statistics showing falling immigration from 
Eastern Europe and rising deportations, few, if any, 
made the link with another set of figures released 
last month. According to the Office for National 
Statistics there are now, for the first time in British 
history, more pensioners than young people under 
16. Only The Independent considered the political, 
economic and public policy ramifications of this 
situation. It is a pity that so few of our politicians 
appear to have the spine to take part in a real and 
honest debate about immigration. 


Searchlight at its best 

This month’s magazine leads with an exposé of the 
BNP’s merchandising operation Excalibur. It is 
the result of months of hard work by the 
Searchlight team, Lancaster Unity and our 
supporters in Wales. We also report from within the 
BNP?’s Advisory Council, including how contrary to 
its propaganda the BNP is considering scrapping its 
monthly newspaper Voice of Freedom because of 
derisory sales and its ineffectiveness. 

This is Searchlight at its best — informing, 
investigating, analysing, campaigning and exposing. 
Please help us continue our work long into 
the future. 
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n 23 January the British 
National Party triumphantly 
announced that Excalibur, its 
merchandising operation, had 
re-opened for business in a “brand new 
ground floor warehouse”. 

Not only did it house the dispatch 
operation for Excalibur’s range of tatty, 
cringe-making and overpriced goods, 
there was also a “vast array of new 
equipment” including a folding 
machine, plastic-bagging machine and 
“two heavy duty commercial printers”. 

The BNP also claimed there was 


“office space, meeting rooms and a 
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Investigation — Sea rchlig Nt LINCOVEIS 
BNP hate factory 


After a six-month investigation in conjunction with 
Lancaster Unity and Wales Friends of Searchlight, we 
can now reveal the secret location of the BNP’s new 
premises. Gerry Gable takes us there. 


BNPtv studio” and space for the 
distribution of the party’s regular 
publications and members’ bulletins. 
It was the first fruit of the BNP’s 
huge “Building to Grow” fundraising 
effort and the first time the party 
could centralise key operations in a 
modern operation. 

Arthur Kemp, head of the BNP’s 
education and training department, was 
placed in charge as the temporary 
managing director of Excalibur, assisted 
by Dave Joines as dispatch manager 
and administrator. Kemp was a logical 
choice because he could exercise control 
over Excalibur’s book list, containing a 
range of classic Nazi and racial eugenics 
books and of course Kemp’s own white 
supremacist tome March of the Titans — 
A History of the White Race. 

The BNP was keeping very tight- 
lipped about the location of the 
building. Even most members did not 
know precisely where it was. But the 
involvement of Kemp, who lives in 
Deeside, and Joines, who _ lives 
in Ellesmere Port, meant it had to 
be in North Wales or the Wirral. 
That Excalibur had started using the 
BNP’s Deeside post office box address 
was another indication. 

We were quickly on the case. 
Months of putting together every clue 
and chasing up every lead eventually led 


us to the Evans Business Centre, a 
recently built development of workshops 
and offices on Deeside Industrial Estate. 
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There the BNP occupies unit B2, 
an office/workshop of 115 sq m (1240 
sq ft) off the A550 and 5km away from 
the M56, for which Evans Easyspace 
Ltd charges rent of £850 a month plus 
VAT. With rates it is setting the party 
back by nearly £15,000 a year plus 
electricity and staffing costs. 

The BNP has ensured its name does 
not appear on the door, or on the sign at 
the entrance to the business park, but 
neighbouring tenants were aware of 
Excalibur’s presence and recognised 
the name of John Walker, who worked 


above: Racist books and merchandise inside the Deeside warehouse 
right top to bottom: Dave Joines, now in charge of Excalibur, Arthur Kemp and John Walker 


there in his role as the BNP’s lacklustre 
treasurer. The only indication that the 
unit is occupied is a note on the door 
giving three mobile phone numbers 
for deliveries: 07761 492616, 07815 
146712 and 07855 323589. We have 
traced these numbers to Joines, Walker 
and Kemp respectively. 

The vehicle in which the BNP carries 
out its monthly “literature run” to its 
units all over the country can often be 
seen parked outside. The second-hand 
light blue long wheel base van formerly 
belonged to Omega Security, whose 
livery remains visible under the respray. 

Whether the claimed TV studio is 
much use to Rod Gordon, who heads 
BNPtwy, is doubtful. Deeside is a long 
way from his Westminster home. 

More recently the administration and 
distribution for the BNP’s music 
business, Great White Records, has 
merged with Excalibur, although its 
recording studio remains at the Market 
Weighton home of Dave Hannam, the 
BNP’s useless regional treasurer and 
owner of GWR. Dealing with GWR’s 
sales cannot have added much to 
Joines’s workload, as it still only offers 
four albums plus a few tatty t-shirts and 
other bits and pieces. 

In June, Walker, who lives just around 
the corner from Kemp in Mancot, was 
relieved of his treasurer role and became 
the full-time national dispatch and 
logistics manager at the warehouse. 
Joines was promoted to the managing 
director's position, freeing Kemp to 
attend to his other party duties, which 
include touring BNP branch meetings 
as the party’s best public speaker. 

The BNP claims the move to Deeside 
enabled Excalibur to generate sales of 


£20,893.89 in the first six months of the 
new operation, while spending 47,273 
on acquiring stock. Although Excalibur 
is responsible for 25% of the warehouse 
rent and rates, the BNP estimates it will 
make a net profit of £20,000 a year 
before staffing and other overhead 
costs, according to an internal report to 
the BNP’s Advisory Council. 

That Excalibur sells so much is hard 
to believe. Most of its books are 
available more cheaply from main- 
stream online businesses. No doubt a 
white mug sporting the words “Another 
white mug” is a popular line with 
party members but each one brings in 
only £4.50. Its “household goods” range 
is centred on Union Jack bedspreads, 
there are Enoch Powell t-shirts with a 
long extract from his “Rivers of Blood” 
speech, and of course the replica 
Victoria Crosses that recently caused so 
much furore (see page 24). 

Joines may have ideas for adding to the 
range. Active in the BNP for several years, 
he first came to public attention in 2003 
when he stood in a council by-election in 
Ellesmere Port and has stood for the 
council several times since then, generally 
polling abysmally. He was in fifth position 
on the BNP list for the 2004 European 
election in the North West. 

Within the BNP he has been the 
North West regional organiser and 
secretary and last year stood down as the 
Wirral group organiser. 

Although Kemp is no longer running 
Excalibur, he remains in charge of 
marketing and unsurprisingly of its 
book selections. He will also oversee the 
planned introduction of Excalibur’s 
book publishing arm. No doubt his own 
works will be high on its list. ~=a 
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Trouble upstairs 


Members leaving and newspaper 
‘ineffective, BNP officers are told 


Secret minutes obtained by Searchlight reveal a party struggling with several problems. 
Sonia Gable reveals what is really going on at the top of the BNP. 


ick Griffin, the British 

National Party leader, may 

have been wrong-footed by 

this year’s attempt to mount a 
challenge to his position. Colin Auty, 
a BNP councillor in Dewsbury until 
he resigned from the party in July, 
failed narrowly to gain the 100 
signatures he needed to stand against 
Griffin but the attempt seems to have 
panicked the party leadership. 

An extraordinary general meeting 
held at the end of the party’s Red, 
White and Blue festival last month was 
supposed to make it much more 
difficult for anyone to challenge Griffin 
in future. However BNP members led 
by Richard Barnbrook, the party’s top 
man in London, threw out a proposal 
that the party chairman should be 
elected for a four-year fixed term, 
leaving in place the present annual right 
to call an election. 

A change to the party constitution 
that did get passed was that candidates 
for leader will now have to obtain the 
backing of 5% of members with more 
than two years’ unbroken membership 
of the party instead of the present 100 
signatures from members of two years’ 
standing, where the candidate is not a 
party office-holder. Those few people 
designated as office-holders need only 
10 signatures. 

Auty’s supporters condemned the 
decision, calculating that with the 
leadership claiming around 10,000 
members, it meant a challenger would 
need up to 500 signatures to stand. 
Griffin therefore “did in fact walk away 
with the entire Party almost secured in 
his back pocket unnoticed by most of 
the membership present”, they said. 

In reality it means nothing of the sort. 


The latest BNP accounts certainly state 
that the party had 9,784 members at 31 
December 2007, compared to 6,281 at 
31 December 2006. And Searchlight 
has acquired minutes of a meeting on 20 
July 2008 of the BNP’s Advisory 
Council (AC), which brings together all 
the BNP’s leading officers, in which the 
membership at 14 July 2008 is said to be 
9,175, the drop no doubt the result of 
the dissent in the BNP last winter. 

However, Tina Wingfield, the 
membership secretary, expresses 
concern at the very low renewal rate of 
new members. Of the 373 and 854 new 
memberships processed in February and 
March 2007, she reported to the AC, 
only 32% and 39% respectively renewed 
the following year. And of the 9,175 
members in July, 1,832 had joined 
between March and June 2008. 

These revelations suggest that the 
number of people with more than two 
years’ party membership is at the most 
2,000 and possibly no more than 1,000. 
A further indication appears in the 
report to the AC from the education 
and training department, which stated 
that the number of “voting members” 
was a mere 243. Members only qualify 
for this status if they have been in the 
party for at least two years, though they 
also have to meet activist and 
ideological training conditions. 

It does not take much mathematical 
genius to calculate that 5% of a possible 
2,000 qualifying members is 100, the 
same as the present endorsers needed to 
challenge Griffin. And if, as is more likely, 
the two-year membership figure is little 
more than 1,000, a challenger would have 
to find a mere 50 or so supporters. 

A further change to the constitution 
introduces a new opportunity for just 20 


voting members to demand a leadership 
challenge at the party’s autumn annual 
general meeting. But as voting members 
have to undergo ideological training by 
Arthur Kemp, the South African white 
supremacist and former apartheid regime 
spook who rose rapidly to a senior role in 
the BNP last year, Griffin is no doubt 
confident of their trustworthiness. 


Attacking Searchlight 

Kemp is editor of the BNP’s website 
and has until recently been acting 
managing director of the party’s 
Excalibur merchandising operation and 
responsible for the distribution of the 
party’s monthly publications, Identity 
and Voice of Freedom. These tasks have 
left him with little time to attend to 
BNP propaganda efforts, but the one 
“successful” project he was able to report 
to the July meeting was “an eight- 
page full colour booklet entitled 
‘Searchlightexposed.com”. 

This, he explained, “was not for 
general distribution”, but “was sent 
directly to the editors, political 
journalists and senior journalists at all 
major mainstream newspapers around 
the country,” and “played a major role 
in the very low amount of publicity 
given by the mainstream media to 
Searchlight-propaganda during the 
election campaign’. 

Only in Kemp’s dreams! Media 
coverage of the BNP in the run-up to 
the elections of 1 May showed no 
evidence that journalists and editors had 
done anything other than bin the BNP’s 
eight pages of lies and libels. 

The production of this booklet, a 
tactic Kemp says “will be repeated at 
regular intervals”, proves only that our 
anti-BNP campaigns are effective and 


above: Jennie Noble, the BNP’s new national 
treasurer; below top to bottom: Michaela 
Mackenzie, the national nominating officer, 
and South West officers Peter Mullins and 
Mike Howson 


are hurting the BNP. Griffin's 
introduction to the partys 2007 
accounts complains angrily about “third 
party disparagers” of the BNP in 
election campaigns, funded by the trade 
unions, and singles out the Daily 
Mirror, which printed “hundreds of 
thousands of copies of a special 
supplement directed against the BNP”. 
This of course is the supplement 
prepared in conjunction with 
Searchlight, an exercise that the Mirror 
successfully repeated this year alongside 
our Hope not Hate campaign. 

AC members were not able to 
question Kemp about his dubious 
claims as he was unable to attend the 
meeting. One man who was present and 
may have helped Kemp compile the 
torrent of lies was Lance Stewart, 
the shadowy head of the BNP’s 
intelligence department and former 
high-ranking member of the South 
African police. Other notable BNP 
personalities at the AC, which has little 
real power in a party run as Griffin’s 
personal fiefdom, included Barnbrook; 
his Barking and Dagenham council 
colleague Bob Bailey; Jennie Noble, 
the BNP’s new treasurer; Michaela 
Mackenzie, the national nominating 
officer; Martin Reynolds who heads 
the BNP’s thuggish security section; the 
unpopular Mark Collett and David 
Hannam both supposedly demoted last 
winter to appease the BNP rebels; Peter 
Mullins and Mike Howson from the 
South West; the deputy leader Simon 
Darby and of course Griffin himself. 


Ineffective 

Also present was Martin Wingfield, 
editor of Voice of Freedom, the BNP’s 
tabloid newspaper, who must have been 
dismayed when Griffin said that his 
publication had proved ineffective as a 
recruitment tool and may _ be 
discontinued, although it might remain 
in online form. 

Another suggestion discussed was to 
publish only bimonthly to save on the 
£3,258 a month it costs to have 
the paper printed and shipped from 
Lithuania. This amounts to 17p a copy, 
which is rather a lot considering most 
copies are not sold but given away. 
And that does not include the £600 the 
party pays to transport the papers to 
branches from the BNP warehouse in 
North Wales each month. 

The unit cost is so high because 
contrary to the tens of thousands of 
copies the BNP has always claimed 
to distribute, the print run is only 
19,000, according to the AC minutes. 
Considering how many copies are given 


away to members of the public, one 
can only conclude that most party 
members cannot be bothered to 
subscribe to the paper. 

Three years ago police seized the 
entire print run of Voice of Freedom 
in Dover, on its way from Slovakia 
where it was then being printed. 
Reports at the time mentioned 60,000 
copies. Has the BNP been lying or has 
Wingfield presided over a disastrous fall 
in circulation at a time when the BNP 
has supposedly been so successful in 
attracting support? 

The minutes record that “a printer in 
the North East” has offered 100,000 
copies at 3.5p per copy but clearly the 
only use the party would have for such a 
print run would be to feed the recycling 
bins at the BNP warehouse. 

The AC also heard that support for 
and development of party branches 
and groups had been a problem area 
since the expulsion last December of 
Sadie Graham, the party’s former 
group development officer and one 
of the leaders of the party rebels. 
Her departure followed that of Ian 
Dawson as head of group support a few 
months earlier. Tina Wingfield 
reported: “Before January of this year, 
we had two individuals on the full-time 
staff dedicated to group development 
and group support and their departure 
has left a vacuum in our administrative 
structure that needs to be filled”. 

To the rescue came the ubiquitous 
Kemp, who will take over group support 
in his time out from attacking 
Searchlight. One of his first tasks, it 
seems, will be to train the apparently 
large number of local party organisers 
who do not know how to use 
computers. 

The AC was unable to complete its 
agenda through lack of time but not 
before discussing an approach by 
Ashley Mote to head the BNP 
candidates’ list for the South East in 
next year’s European elections. Mote is 
currently an independent MEP, having 
been expelled from the UK 
Independence Party following his 
conviction for housing benefit fraud. 

Collett and some others felt the 
publicity of an ex-UKIP MEP joining 
the BNP would rejuvenate the party, 
others did not trust Mote to stay with 
the BNP if elected. The upshot was that 
the AC voted to reject Mote’s offer 
apparently on the grounds that his 
conviction would result in adverse 


publicity and prove detrimental to the 
party’s reputation, a view the party does 
not normally take towards its members’ 
convictions. ~=a 


Going Local 


Over the past few months Searchlight has opened up its pages and its website to 
debating the way forward for anti-fascism in Britain. Now Nick Lowles draws a close to 
the debate with a call for more localised campaigning. 


IN JUNE I kicked off a discussion about 
the future direction of the anti-fascist 
movement. This was not an attempt at 
naval gazing but a recognition that 
at best anti-fascists were simply holding 
the line, at worst we were reaching 
breaking point. The BNP was emerging 
as a political threat right across the 
country and, in contrast to its early 
successes, often in areas where race and 
racism were not significant local issues. 

The initial article was also an 
acknowledgment that was a limit to 
traditional anti-fascist campaigning, 
particularly in simply attaching the nazi 
tag to the BNP and hoping that would 
be enough to scare voters away. A more 
sophisticated approach was needed; one 
that recognised that the BNP was 
gaining through the widespread 
disillusionment of voters towards the 
main political parties, particularly 
Labour, and through policies and 
activities that often had little to do with 
outright racism. 

None of this was to suggest that we 
water down our opinion of the BNP but 
simply an acknowledgement that this 
was no longer enough. Nor was it meant 
to downplay the racism of the BNP, 
because after all it is its belief in racial 
superiority which sets it apart from 
normal political parties. 

The BNP will eventually get defeated 
politically, through political parties re- 


engaging with voters and changes in 
public policy which will address 
concerns of voters in a way they 
currently lack. However, there is still 
plenty of work for anti-fascists to do in 
the here and now. We must of course 
remind people of the true nature of the 
BNP, its beliefs and political heritage, 
but we must also recognise that our 
message is connecting with fewer voters 
each year. 

Basic anti-fascist literature is most 
effective in areas where the BNP is 
challenging for the first time. In the 
Bede by-election in 2007, where 
the fascists had not stood before, the 
BNP was stunned with the effect of the 
Hope not hate leaflets. However, gen- 
eral anti-fascist leaflets appear far less 
effective in areas where the BNP is well 
established, where voters have already 
made up their minds about the far-right 
party and in many cases unashamedly 
vote for it. And the truth is that there 
are more and more of these areas right 
across the country. 

So the question is how can anti- 
fascists intervene most effectively? 
There are three levels at which 
anti-fascists can make a difference. 
The first is through public policy. 
It is clear that poverty, economic 
deprivation, especially in areas that have 
seen their traditional industries swept 
away, and competition for scarce public 


Campaigning 


services all play their part in raising 
BNP support. Addressing these issues is 
crucial in the long term. Anti-fascists 
should be joining together with other 
groups to get politicians to take these 
issues seriously. 

Next, anti-fascists have to work with 
political parties. The simple fact is that 
for the BNP to lose somebody else has 
to win. That seems an obvious fact but 
too many anti-fascists still believe that 
they can operate effectively with little 
or no connection to the mainstream 
parties. Whatever we think about the 
policies of these parties, if we really 
believe that the BNP is a fascist party 
then anything else is preferable. 
Working together with parties, and 
developing good local relationships, 
makes our chances of success far 
greater. The successes in reversing 
BNP fortunes in Sandwell, Bradford 
and Epping Forest have all come 
about through working with the 
mainstream parties. 

Finally, and most importantly, 
anti-fascists need to develop a more 
localised strategy that can take on the 
BNP on the smallest of issues while 
simultaneously winning the trust and 
support of the local community. 

As we have repeatedly stressed, the 
BNP is gaining support by campaigning 
on bread and butter issues that often 
have nothing, at least on the surface, to 


Some of the local anti-BNP leaflets Searchlight has helped produce in recent years 
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do with racism. They are campaigning 
to keep schools open, to provide greater 
facilities for young people and to tidy up 
neighbourhoods. Countering that by 
distributing national anti-BNP leaflets 
that focus mainly on the nazi politics of 
the BNP will have little effect, especially 
in communities where the BNP is 
addressing issues that local people feel 
others have ignored. 

Rather, anti-fascists need to develop 
more localised strategies that enable 
them to intervene in local issues. 
We need not only to oppose the 
activities and policies of the BNP at 
community level but to show that we are 
on the side of local people in their day- 
to-day struggles, that we support and 
work alongside local people to improve 
their communities without the need to 
resort to racist parties and scapegoating. 

It is an arena that has been ignored for 
too long by the labour movement and 
the left generally. While many people 
quite rightly blame New Labour for 
abandoning traditional Labour-voting 
communities, these same voters have 
also been ignored by the very people 
who claim to champion their cause. 

Localised campaigning = means 
working in communities throughout 
the year and not just calling on voters to 
shun the BNP at election time. It means 
engaging with voters on issues beyond 
anti-fascism and connecting with voters 
where they are and win their trust by 
proving, through action, that we are on 
their side. 
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In an ideal world this would be 
done through grassroots community 
development work. This was done very 
effectively in Keighley where anti- 
fascists, who were also community 
development workers, spent months 
working with local people to improve 
their community. However, this is a 
time-consuming and expensive option. 
The work carried out in Keighley, with 
two full-time workers, might have 
helped defeat the BNP in that one town 
but it was achieved at the expense of 
work elsewhere. It is also a very costly 
project and one that by its very nature 
should not be funded by local or 
national government, the two bodies 
with which effective work is most likely 
to come into conflict. 

However, localised campaigning 
can still be effective. Many anti-fascists 
are also active in their trades council or 
unions, which should do more to turn 
themselves towards community politics. 
Anti-fascists could offer resources, 
support and even advice to local 
campaign and action groups, particularly 
where people have little experience. 

We could go further. The recent 
Hope not Hate Cup _ football 
tournament in Barking and Dagenham 
showed how sport can be used to push a 
progressive anti-racist agenda without 
being overtly political. There have 
been a number of community fun days 
in Bradford in recent years, and 
Oldham United Against Racism 
probably offers the best long-term 
example of how anti-fascist groups can 
introduce anti-racist initiatives within 
the local community. 

Redbridge & Epping Together has 
built solid local links over the past few 
years which mean they have been able 
to scupper an assortment of initiatives 
planned by the BNP. This long-term 
work doesn't come overnight but the 
results, as we saw in May’s elections, are 
beginning to pay off. 

Searchlight was able to intervene 
successfully in the recent Chadwell 
Heath by-election in Barking and 
Dagenham precisely because we had 
developed links with the local 
community. A localised anti-BNP 


leaflet, addressing local issues, was 
followed up by a fantastic Hope not 
Hate letter written by the local Dean. 
It is through initiatives like this that we 
can answer the BNP’s charge of us 
being interfering outsiders. 

The reality however is that there 
are very few anti-fascist groups that are 
currently running localised strategies, 
whether because of lack of awareness of 
the benefits of a localised approach or 
simply a lack of activists or time. Either 
way, too many local anti-BNP groups 
rely on national anti-fascist material 
and operate only at election time. 

Searchlight will be looking to change 
this over the coming year. The focus of 
much of our work over the next few 
months will be to help build up local 
groups and give them the tools and 
support for localised campaigns. In late 
November we should be holding a one- 
day conference on building local anti- 
BNP groups, with a strong focus on 
involving people, producing local 
material and fundraising. It is these nuts 
and bolts of building an organisation 
that we believe are too often lacking. 

In the new year we will be hosting 
a weekend organisers’ school, with 
the aim of spending three days 
with a dozen local organisers drawn 
from local groups around the country 
and developing leadership skills and 
swapping good practice. 

More immediately, Searchlight will be 
working with local anti-BNP groups in 
a number of areas to begin production of 
what we hope will be regular community 
newsletters. Some of these might be 
local authority-wide while others, such 
as in Burnley, will be focused on 
individual estates. Regular newsletters 
allow us the opportunity to introduce 
ourselves to local com-munities, build 
up local support and address local issues. 
Only by implanting ourselves within 
communities can we hope to win the 
support of local people. 

Basic anti-fascism has its limits and 
in many areas of the country these are 
being reached. Localised campaigning 
will take us on to the next stage 
and hopefully help us to drive the 
BNP away. ai 


IN THE 1930S, my granddad, a weaver 
and First World War veteran, was 


horrified at reports about the 
emergence of Oswald Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists. Things were far from 
perfect in a mill town like Padiham at 
that time, the hungry thirties, Hitler 
was yet to drop bombs on Britain and 
the Holocaust was some way off, 
yet some workers in Lancashire 
instinctively saw the fascists as a threat, 
at a time when many in the British 
establishment were praising Hitler. 
For four and a half decades after the 
war, the memory was still sufficiently 
strong to help us challenge the fascists. 
| myself became anti-fascist in attitude 
after seeing one documentary on the 
Holocaust when | was 13. Indeed, 
the National Front and early British 
National Party played up to their Nazi 
image by provocative marches 
through immigrant communities. 

It is therefore understandable that 
anti-fascists start out from the position 
that all we need to do is tell people, 
shouting loud enough for them 
to hear, that the BNP are Nazis. 
That defeating them is achievable so 
long as we shout loud and long 
enough. The assumption being that 
people have not been told, or have not 
understood, that the BNP have Nazi 
connections. Yet bizarrely, it is often 
thought that demonstrating how 
much we hate the “Nazis” by 
screaming “Nazi scum off our streets” 
will in itself make people realise how 
nasty the BNP must be. Perhaps 
occasionally it does, but too rarely to 
justify this approach. 

Of course, it is because the BNP are 
Nazis that we oppose them so 
resolutely. They are part of an 
unbroken thread of political lineage 
connecting them to Oswald Mosley’s 
fascists in the 1930s. However, if the 
word “Nazi” were enough, the BNP 
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Shouting slogans is not 
enough in days like these 


By Jason Hunter 


would never have broken through in 
Burnley, let alone spread elsewhere. 
Leaflets from various groups were 
circulated in great numbers making 
precisely this point before they won 
seats. Yet it did not do the trick. It may, 
and probably did, limit their growth at 
that time. 

Yet voters are more sophisticated 
than just to hear a claim and accept it 
whole heartedly. Why should they 
accept our claims about the fascists, 
yet disbelieve their slanders against 
us. Indeed when some are screaming 
“Nazi scum” on the streets, and the 
BNP are talking about broken 
pavements on doorsteps, why should 
people assume that they are the 
purveyors of hate that we know them 
to be. We have to expose the nastier 
side of every aspect of the current BNP 
approach. We have to do it credibly to 
convince people, and relate our 
messages to where the voters actually 
are in their consciousness. We have to 
recognise that our material is not the 
only source of information on issues 
that people have. We have to do it 
against a BNP that is less prone to 
expose its fascist connections than it 
used to be. Most importantly, we 
should avoid patronising people or 
assuming their support, which we 
have to earn by campaigning on 
issues that affect people now. 

The particular concern about the 
BNP is the way they seek to draw in 
supporters. Extremists have two 
alternatives. Out of step with 
mainstream opinion, they can seek 
to win support by extreme example. 
This emphasises how different the 
extremists are from most people, but 
is aimed at holding up a recognisable 
banner that it is hoped will inspire 
others to join at a time of societal 
crisis. As the hoped for crisis comes, 
the obvious rottenness of all other 


groups will win people towards them. 
The priority here is to avoid tainting 
extremists with the trappings of 
power or compromise. This is the 
preferred comfort zone of many 
extremists who feel good, but 
excluding exceptional circumstances, 
leaves them ineffective. If they played 
it that way, the “Nazi” tag might still 
work, as it would be their hardcore 
principles that would be at the 
forefront of their approach. 

However, the current BNP tactics are 
different. They seek to build bridges 
between their existing supporters and 
the mainstream public. Their tightly 
controlled party keeps alive the fascist 
principles by excluding all but those 
who are converted from real influence 
as members. Those non-members 
who are sympathetic to extreme 
principles are reassured that the party 
is loyal to its principles on a face to 
face basis. Public accusations of 
extremism are only half denied to 
avoid alienating this group, yet only 
admitted by blunder or indiscipline. 
Thus, the BNP does not deny racism 
too strongly, but emphasises its own 
anti-white racism. Yet in pubs and 
clubs, racist supporters are reassured 
this is for the consumption of the 
wider public. 

To get at that wider public, the BNP 
use “transitional demands”. This in- 
volves a recognition that their full 
programme is too much for most 
people just now. To call for mass 
repatriation, or possibly the slaughter 
of those they consider to be no part of 
their brave new world, or a siege 
economy could permanently deny 
them victory. Their impatient and 
unsubtle members who can't see this 
are brutally suppressed, not for their 
extremism, but for their unhelpful 
honesty. So they pitch a demand 
some way short of that, for example 


an end to immigration, or British jobs 
for British workers. Yet these demands 
are not merely beyond where all 
mainstream parties are prepared to 
go, but they are not achievable 
without a radical overhaul of how our 
country operates. Millions visit Britain 
every year for all sorts of reasons, 
work, business, study, tourism, 
visiting family. The level of invasive 
restriction of liberty to be absolutely 
sure to reduce immigration to nil 
would be unachievable without a 
significant move towards a fascist 
state. And import controls on the 
scale they favour would see a total, 
painful restructuring of our economy 
from trade to self sufficiency, with 
export based manufacturing  suf- 
fering the most. 

The BNP do not publicly advocate 
the race or trade wars they crave. 
Yet they continue to fan the flames of 
both in readiness for their future role. 
They do not call for a fascist state or 
siege economy but instead seek to 
convince a significant minority that 
this is just plain common. sense, 
plausible and reasonable, yet they 
know this can never be fully accepted 
by their opponents. Having convinced 
people of its justice, the prevarication, 
dithering or downright opposition of 
such opponents is used to 
demonstrate that the centre of politics 
should move to the extremes. If it 
takes a fascist state to achieve what is 
reasonable, then we need a fascist 
state. But they don’t demand it until it 
appears to be the only way to achieve 
what the people they have convinced 
want. Extreme measures are justified 
because their opponents have 
dithered too long, or in response to 
the resistance that such policies would 
provoke. The whole exercise seeks to 
prove that today’s moderate leaders 
can no longer be trusted or be seen as 


fit for purpose. To deal with such 
opponents, who refuse to do what 
needs to be done, it needs the 
incorruptible BNP. If the mainstream 
parties then belatedly give significant 
ground out of desperation, seeking to 
restrict immigration to nil, but fail, 
they are then presented as_half- 
hearted. What is needed is a party that 
believes in the policy. 

This is their method. Reasonable 
until they win support, the nastiness 
ever present but sheathed to conceal 
their aims. Then unleashed as they 
prove more extreme in power than in 
opposition. In this respect, the man 
in the suit is more dangerous than the 
thug. It was once said British ministers, 
meeting Hitler for the first time, 
expected to meet a madman with an 
axe, but found instead a charmer in a 
suit with a loaded revolver in his 
pocket. “Phew what a relief.” Yet the 
“loaded revolver” is not exposed by 
screaming “mad axe-man”. We have to 
explain, imaginatively, with the 
greatest possible local or social 
relevance to those we speak to, the 
flaws of the transitional demands, 
and by that expose where the BNP 
is seeking to lead us. It is not enough 
just to condemn the likely end result in 
the abstract, which to many seems 
unlikely and too remote from today’s 
concerns to outweigh sympathy with 
some of their moderated, if dishonest, 
sentiments. Thus we need strategies 
that prove why BNP policies are wrong 
today, and how they could lead to a 
much worse situation. We cannot just 
take for granted that that worst 
situation is enough to scare voters 
away from them. If we rely on the 
deterrence of the road’s end, rather 
than barring the road earlier on, 
it could be too late by the time people 
really do start to believe the BNP 
are Nazis. ~= 


Join the growing 
movement for 


All across Britain people 
are signing up to the 
HOPE not hate campaign. 
Over 3,000 people have 
already done so but we 
need more if we are to 
build a movement that 
can defeat the BNP in the 
European elections. 


We need local organisers, 
activists and people who 
can work behind the 
scenes. Whatever your 
abilities, whatever 
your time commitments, 
there is something for 
you to do. 


The HOPE not hate 
campaign will hold a 
national organising 
school in autumn, but 
between now and then 
we want to build an 
alliance of organisations 
and individuals that can 
spread our message 
of HOPE. 


So if you want to help 
stop the BNP from 
winning MEPs, which 
would give the party far 
more influence and 
money than its London 
Assembly seat ever will, 
then please do sign up to 
the HOPE not hate 
campaign. You will be in 
good company. 


Join us; visit 
hopenothate.org.uk 


Investigation 


BNP accounts dont 


By Sonia Gable 


WHEN THE British National Party told its 
members in January that it had raised 
£70,000 as a result of its “Building to Grow” 
appeal, Searchlight was sceptical. After all, 
the appeal was launched just as the 
internal crisis erupted last December. 
Who in their right mind, we thought, 
would donate such sums to a party that 
seemed about to collapse. 

We were wrong. A_ printout of 
transactions on the BNP’s main bank 
account, which fell into our hands 
recently, shows that between 14 and 31 
December alone Ged Munns, the BNP’s 
chief fundraiser, paid in £41,605 described 
as ‘appeals’. 

During January he paid in a further 
£30,011.50, making a total of over £70,000 
though a long way short of the “well over 
£80,000" that a report on the BNP website 
on 14 February claimed the appeal had 
raised. Why tell the truth when it is so easy 
to lie to the party's gullible members? 

How strange then than the BNP’s 
audited accounts for the year to 31 
December 2007, released by the Electoral 
Commission at the end of July, show the 
total raised from “fundraising activities” 
during the whole year was £23,433, less 
even than the £38,970 raised in 2006. 

Why would the party not want to 
highlight the success of the “Building to 
Grow" appeal, run for Nick Griffin, the BNP 
eader, by the Belfast-based Midas 
Consultancy, to which the party paid 
£6,900 during March and April this year? 
idas, owned by the hardline anti- 
abortion activist James Dowson, also 
produced the begging letters for the 
BNP’s recent “truth truck” appeal and 
arranged the party's officer training 
sessions in Spain in spring. 

lt would be tempting to conclude that 
the appeal money swiftly found its way 
out of the BNP coffers and into Griffin's 
back pocket, but that would be wrong. 
The bank account balance of £30,417.58 
on the printout for 31 December matches 
the £30,418 shown on the balance sheet 
at that date, so all the income must 
appear in the accounts somewhere. 

Has the “Building to Grow” income 
simply been hidden in donations, a figure 
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that nevertheless fell from nearly 
£290,000 in 2006 to under £200,000 in 
2007? Of this sum £36,000 came from 
four supporters whose donations were 
declared individually to the Electoral 
Commission. Including the “Building to 
Grow” income in “donations” would mask 
a huge drop in ordinary donations. 

The BNP’s 2007 accounts revealed 
some other interesting features. 
Most notable is the opinion of Silver & Co, 
the party's regular auditors, that the 
financial statements do not give a true 
and fair view of the state of the party's 
affairs at 31 December 2007 and of the 
year’s results. 

An adverse auditors’ report is normally 
devastating for a company, making it 
almost impossible to obtain credit. 
A normal political party would find that 
donors lose confidence that their money 
will be used properly and income dries 
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up. The BNP no doubt hopes that its 
donors will not notice or be too stupid to 
understand. 

Griffin tries to skate over the 
embarrassment by blaming Kenny 
Smith, who was one of the leaders of last 
winter's BNP rebels. “Accurate accounting 
for this year is problematic owing to 
the point-blank refusal of the former 
head of Administration to account for 
large amounts of expenditure’, he writes 
in his introduction to the accounts. 
But mindful of the potential financial 
implications of a libel claim, he hastens to 
add that much of the money was 
undoubtedly properly spent. 

Smith was also blamed in the 2006 
accounts, both for their lateness and for a 
qualification to the auditors’ report on the 
grounds that no vouchers had been 
produced to show how £14000 
transferred during the year to Smith's “B N 
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Publications” account had been spent. 
In fact B N Publications was a separate 
business run by Smith outside the party 
so arguably did not need to explain how 
it spent the fees it received for its services. 

The reason why the 2007 accounts 
were “not a true and fair view” may be the 
size of the amount involved, especially 
compared to the party's gross income, 
which was considerably lower in 2007 
than the previous year. 

But there nay be another explanation, 
contained in a further attempt to cast 
aspersions on Smith as well as explain the 
party’s reduced income despite a claimed 
56% growth in membership. Griffin 
writes: “Income was down on _ the 
previous year, but given that we never 
received crucial accounting records from 
British National Lottery or Excalibur [both 
then run by Smith], we have estimated 
that we could have lost nearly £70,000 in 
unaccounted income’ 

ls Griffin saying that Smith extracted 
£70,000 from the party in addition to 
failing to account for £32,271 of fees paid 
to him? How? Even the newly revamped 
and expanded Excalibur is not expected 
to make more than £20,000 a year profit 
from a £40,000 turnover. 

The accounts certainly do show a large 
reduction in income. Alongside the drop 
in donations, income from commercial 
activities fell by over £70,000 to £175,000. 
And nearly half of this income consists of 
sales of the BNP’s monthly publications 
Voice of Freedom and Identity to the party's 
own local units. 

The regional accounts, which bring 
together the income and expenditure of 
all the party units, suggest they only 
recoup a fraction of this from sales to the 
public. However the truth is unclear. 

While some of the local units’ income is 
properly categorised as ‘donations’, 
“commercial activities” etc, more than half 
— over £147,000 — was not, and appears in 
the regional accounts as a “petty cash 
difference” This failure fully to record 
income sources suggests that the BNP 
rebels had a point when they accused 
Dave Hannam, the regional treasurer, of 
incompetence. Stating where income 


comes from is one of the most basic of 
bookkeeping tasks, though the accounts 
blame the “volunteers” who keep the local 
groups petty cash books. 

Returning to the main accounts, 
membership income is up, though not by 
the same proportion as the growth in 
membership numbers. Presumably some 
people are joining on the cheap. But the 
increase is not enough to set off the fall 
in donations and commercial income. 
Total income in 2007 was £611,000 
compared to £726,000 the previous year. 

Although the BNP managed to save on 
some costs, it ended 2007 with a deficit of 
over £50,000 compared to a £19,000 
surplus in 2006, increasing its insolvency. 

No wonder the party needed Dowson 

to extricate it from bankruptcy. 
The “Building to Grow" appeal was 
supposedly intended to expand the 
party's capabilities. For example the BNP 
claimed the new funds enabled it to open 
its new premises in Deeside with “a vast 
array of new equipment with a value of 
well in excess of £35,000" 
n fact it seems that only about £18,000 
was spent on buying new equipment, 
from a company called Twofold Ltd. 
The rest seems to be leased. Leasing is 
often commercially sensible but not 
when you give your members the 
impression that their donations have 
been invested in acquiring the 
equipment the party needs to progress. 

The rest of the “Building to Grow’ 
money is being spent on paying the 
salaries of the party's officers and meeting 
its debts, such as the more than £20,000 it 
still owed to HM Revenue and Customs 
for value added tax and income tax and 
national insurance deducted from 
employees salaries. 

As well as not paying over the PAYE 
deductions, the BNP continued to get 
away with paying half of its staffing bill 
in the form of “professional fees” to avoid 
national insurance and income tax. 
Staff paid gross included Simon Darby the 
party's deputy leader, Munns, Hannam, 
Arthur Kemp who runs the party's 
educational and training department, 
and a number of the BNP rebels who 


Mark Collett raking it in 


complained about the policy. 

The BNP ended 2007 insolvent to the 
tune of £86,000. It survived because the 
party was able to borrow nearly £42,000 
from its local units. In 2006 it ran up a debt 
of nearly £22,000 to the local units, but 
the full amount was repaid in January 
2007 as the party was keen to announce. 

Such prompt repayment was not 
repeated after 31 December 2007. 
The auditors’ report on the regional 
accounts highlighted the debt, pointing 
out that the party had “insufficient funds, 
which places doubt on the ability of the 
Party to repay this money” Hannam’s 
treasurer's report states: “It is the aim of 
central office to repay this internal loan 
with monthly standing orders’, but the 
party seems in no hurry to get on with it. 

One person who is doing well out of the 
BNP is Mark Collett, the BNP’s former 
director of publicity who is still responsible 
for its graphic design. One of the main 
targets of the BNP rebels, he remains 
widely unpopular in the party. Between 
May 2007 and April 2008 his Vanguard 
Promotions business received nearly 
£50,000 from the party, most of it after 
“Building to Grow’ started bearing fruit. 

If the success of “Building to Grow” was 
repeated in the Truth Truck appeal, the 
BNP may now have reversed its financial 
woes. The election of Richard Barnbrook 
to the London Assembly in May will also 
have helped. His £50,000 salary is far 
higher than any BNP officer receives so he 
has generously agreed to donate £5,000 
a year to party funds. In addition he 
has been able to employ three assistants 
at London taxpayers’ expense, one of 
whom is Darby, saving the BNP the 
expense of paying him. It is such financial 
gains multiplied several fold that await 
the BNP if it succeeds in getting 


candidates elected to the European 
Parliament next year. ~~ 


Feature 


Turning outfor Europe 


Nick Lowles looks at why anti-fascists, whatever their 
views about the European Union, must boost turnout in 
next year’s European elections to stop the BNP from 
making its political breakthrough. 


AFTER SEVERAL YEARS in which 
anti-fascist efforts have been focused on 
local elections our attention turns to 
next years European _ elections. 
Contested under a form of proportional 
representation, these elections give the 
British National Party its best chance to 
break out of the political margins ... and 
the BNP knows it. 

In 2004, the last time these elections 
were fought, it was the right-wing 
nationalists of the UK Independence 
Party who stole the headlines, winning 
12 of the 78 seats available. 
With former Labour MP turned TV 
celebrity Robert Kilroy Silk as its 
respectable face, the UKIP galvanised 
the English nationalist vote and won 
seats in nearly every region of the 
country. At 16.2%, it came third, only 
6% behind Labour. 

The BNP polled 4.9% across the 
country but this was not enough to see 
MEPs returned. A combination of the 
strong UKIP vote, a lacklustre BNP 
campaign and all-out local elections 
contested on the same day and with 
three regions using postal ballots, left 
the BNP some way off getting elected. 

Next summer we face an altogether 
more difficult task. While EU 
enlargement has meant that the UK 
loses six MEPs, pushing the threshold 
for victory up in several key regions, the 
BNP will be hoping that external 
factors go their way. The UKIP 
is certainly not the threat it was in 
2004. Support for the anti-EU party is 
likely to rise from its derisory current 
state as voters cast their protest against 
the European Union, but it is very 
unlikely that the UKIP will poll 
anywhere near the levels reached last 
time. This is not helped by its factional 
infighting, ineffectiveness and repeated 
scandals involving its MEPs and the 
failed breakaway group, led by Kilroy- 
Silk himself. 


Labour's current woes will also help 
the BNP. Fewer voters will be willing to 
back the party and many traditional 
Labour voters are likely to register their 
protest by staying at home, reducing the 
already low turnout, and _ thereby 
increasing the BNP’s chances of 
exceeding the threshold needed to 
obtain a seat. 

The BNP is likely to be boosted 
by the collapse of the UKIP, though 
the experience of the London elections 
shows that it is likely to be the 
Conservatives who gain most. However, 
this might be offset by the increased 
voter recognition the BNP _ has 
established since then. Back in 2004 the 
BNP polled 6.4% in the East Midlands 
region. Not only was this in addition to 
the 26.1% secured by the UKIP but at 
the time the BNP had only a handful of 
functioning branches in the region. 

Finally, in 2004 the all-out local 
elections, held on the same day, 
bolstered the turnout generally and 
particularly Labour's vote. With only 
county council elections being held next 
year turnout is likely to fall, meaning 
that whichever party can motivate its 
supporters to cast their votes is likely to 
do well. 

The BNP’s best prospect is likely 
to be North West England. In 2004 
the party polled 6.4%, below the 8% 
that would have guaranteed a seat. 
This time round one fewer MEP in the 
region will raise the threshold to 9% 
(though depending on the breakdown 
of votes as little as 7.5% could be 
enough) and this is well within the 
BNP’s grasp. The fascist party has 
expanded into new areas of the region, 
particularly in Cumbria and parts of 
Greater Manchester, and is likely to 
repeat there its effort in the recent 
London elections, which became a 
national priority at the expense of other 
parts of the country. It is little wonder 


that Nick Griffin, the party leader, has 
decided to put himself at the top of the 
party list here. 

To win a seat the BNP would 
probably need to achieve at least half of 
the Liberal Democrat vote and more 
than that polled by UKIP and the 
Greens. Under most likely voting 
scenarios the Lib Dems, UKIP, Greens 
and BNP will be fighting it out for the 
final position. A total collapse in 
the Labour vote could, however, alter 
this dramatically. 

The BNP will also expect good 
percentages in Yorkshire and the 
Humber and the West Midlands, 
the two other regions where it has 
polled well in local elections in recent 
years. In 2004 the BNP averaged 8.0% 
and 7.5% respectively and while the 
West Midlands will lose one MEP the 
far-right party could be elected with as 
little as 8.5% in both, though 10% will 
be the figure that should guarantee 
them a seat. 

The fourth region of concern is the 
East Midlands. While this region also 
loses an MEP, reducing the number 
returned from six to five and pushing 
the threshold well into double figures, 
the combined UKIP and BNP vote of 
32.6% in 2004 illustrates the strong 
anti-EU sentiments in the area. 

For anti-fascists, the European 
elections pose a difficult task. The con- 
stituencies are massive, generating 
interest in what is a generally unpopular 
institution will be challenging to say 
the least, and disenchantment with 
mainstream parties, particularly Labour, 
is widespread. However, our task has 
to be to warn about the BNP threat 
and stress the importance of voting, 
particularly to those voters who are 
likely to be opposed to the BNP but 
do not generally vote in European 
elections. 

Our priority has to be the North West, 
where the BNP has its greatest chance, 
but strong campaigns need to be fought 
in the other danger regions as well. 

While acknowledging the 
difficulties we face, there are also 
opportunities, particularly in allowing 
us to campaign on the true nature of 


the BNP. In recent years it has become 
increasingly difficult to link local 
BNP candidates, particularly in areas 
where they have developed strong 
roots, with the fascist nature of the 
party. The European elections are 
different, especially in the North 
West where there is no ambiguity 
about Griffin and his politics. 
While Griffin’s profile will undoub- 
tedly boost the BNP vote, his political 
record must also be used to motivate 
the anti-BNP vote to turn out. 

Few people get excited by the 
European Union and its four-yearly 
elections. Even many local organisations 
of the mainstream parties find it hard to 
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generate enthusiasm among their own 
members to undertake campaigning. 
Anti-fascists need to challenge this view 
and install a sense of seriousness and 
energy into the campaign. One or more 
MEPs will transform the fortunes of the 
BNP in a way it can only dream of 
at the moment. Electoral success will 
give the party political respectability, 
financial security and an ability to 
intervene politically on every level. 
Talk of no platform and isolating the 
BNP from mainstream politics will 
instantly go out of the window. 

The 2009 European elections are 
vitally important and anti-fascists must 
explain why. ~« 


The d’Hondt system explained 


The European elections will be contested using the d’Hondt system, named 
after a Belgian lawyer who devised it in the 1870s. In contrast to other forms 
of proportional representation the d’Hondt system allocates seats 
individually rather than as a simple proportion of the overall vote. 

“The basic idea is that a party's vote total is divided by a certain figure 
which increases as it wins more seats,’ says Dr Sydney Elliott, senior lecturer 
in politics at Queen's University, Belfast. “As the divisor becomes bigger, 
the party's total in succeeding rounds gets smaller, allowing parties with 
lower initial totals to win seats.’ 

The party with the highest vote gets one seat allotted in the first round. 
Its vote is then divided by two. The party with the highest vote in the 
second round then wins a seat and its vote is divided by two. 

If a party which has already won a seat wins another round then its 
percentage vote is divided by the number of seats it has won plus one. 

This continues until all the seats are allocated. 


Example: How the BNP could win an MEP in the North West (which will 
return eight MEPs) with just 8.5% of the vote (bold indicates winning party 


in each round) 

| Round Con Lab Lib Dem UKIP BNP Greens Others | 
| 1 32 26 ‘16.5 75 8.5 6.5 3 | 
ie 16 262s 16.5 7.5 85. 65 Sas 
| 3 16 13. 16.5 75 8.5 65 3 

| 4 16 ian 25 7.5 8.5 6.5 3 
ae 10.7 13. 8.25 7.5 8.5 6.5 3 
6 10.7 8.6 8.25 75 8.5 65 3 
Pay 8 86 8.25 75 8.5 6.5 ace 
| 8 8 65 8.25 een o 6.5 3 


Griffin's potential fi 


By David Williams 
and Graeme Atkinson 
in Berlin 


f he is successful in his bid to get 

elected to the European 

Parliament in June 2009, the 

British National Party leader Nick 
Griffin hopes to join a bloc of far-right 
MEPs and lay his hands on cash and 
resources to bolster his own brand of 
hate politics. 

As well as the difficulty caused by a 
change in the criteria for forming 
parliamentary groups - after the 
election a group will need at least 25 
MEPs from at least seven countries — 
establishing blocs of far-right MEPs 
is a tricky business as three failed 
attempts in the past have 
demonstrated. Avid nationalists do 
not easily cooperate with equally avid 
nationalists from other countries as 
what generally tends to unite them is 
their detestation of each other. 

The first attempt to create a bloc was 
the Group of the European Right, 
which lasted from 1984 to 1989 and 
consisted of the French Front National 
(FN) and the Italian Social Movement 
(MSI) together with an Ulster Unionist 
and a solitary Greek fascist. 

After relative success for the far 
right in the 1989 elections, the 
Technical Group of the European 


Right was formed. It lasted'until 1994 
albeit in diminished form after the 
MSI walked out following _ bitter 
disagreements with the German 
fascist Republican Party over the 
disputed South Tyrol region. 

Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the FN, 
was the dominant force in both 
groups, as he was in the most recent 
attempt at international bridge 
building, the Identity, Tradition and 
Sovereignty (ITS) group, which 
brought together 21 MEPs » from 
France, Belgium, the UK (Ashley Mote), 
Austria, Italy, Bulgaria and Romania. 

This, however, represented only a 
minority of the 57 right-wing populist 
and ultra-right members in the 785- 
seat parliament at the time. Le Pen 
had proved incapable of luring MEPs 
from Denmark and accession states 
such as Latvia, Poland and Slovenia 
into his orbit. Even the lone Greek 
fascist elected to Strasbourg did not 
want to know. 

Founded with great fanfare in 2007, 
the ITS lasted barely a year before 
it collapsed because of racist 
comments about Romanians by 
Alessandra Mussolini, then an Italian 
MEP. This naturally enraged the 
Romanian racists who stormed off ina 
huff, losing the far right bloc its 
lucrative funding. 

It would be foolish to try to predict 
what will happen in the 2009 
European elections. So far none of the 
likely contenders have even signalled 
their intention to contest the election 
and there are too many variables. 

However, one thing is clear. If Griffin 
or any other BNP candidate is elected 
to the European Parliament, not only 
will it transform the fortunes of the 
BNP, but also the party will seek to 
make common cause with elected 
fascists, racists and antisemites’across 
the Continent. These will be drawn 
from the ranks of far-right parties old 


and possibly new but it is a safe, bet, ., 


judging by the composition of the ITS 
to which the BNP gave its full backing, 
that Griffin will seek to ally his. party 
with some of the following. ~a 
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NATIONAL FRONT (FRAN 


which are estimated at €9 million (£7.1 million). 
The FN has seven MEPs. 


Jean-Marie Le Pen (pictured), a veteran of the French far 
right, founded the Front National (FN) in 1972 and it has been 
the most successful far-right group in Europe. Breaking through 
in the early 1980s, the FN become the third largest political 
party in France reaching its peak in 2002 when Le Pen came a 
distant second to Jacques Chirac in the French Presidential election. 


Since then, it has been all downhill. A profound financial crisis forced 
Le Pen to sell his bullet-proof limousine and now his fancy 
headquarters are going to Chinese buyers to pay off the party's debts, 


REEDOM PAR AUSTRIA 

The Freedom Party (Freiheitliche Partei 
Osterreichs) is led by Heinz-Christian Strache 
(pictured) who took over in 2005 from the high- 
profile former leader Jérg Haider, the governor of 
Carinthia and a man with a penchant for praising 
the Nazis. 

The party prompted a wave of revulsion in 2000 
when it formed a coalition government with the 
conservative Austrian People’s Party, which led to 
the 14 other states in the EU at the time imposing 
diplomatic sanctions. Although the sanctions were 
soon dropped, they resulted in Haider stepping 
down as FPO leader. The party currently has one 
MEP, Andreas Mélzer, who was in London in April to 


lend weight to the BNP’s local election campaign. 
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Flemish Interest (Viaams Belang) is a racist 
political party that campaigns for independence 
for Flanders. It was formed in 2004 after the 
authorities outlawed its previous incarnation, 
the Flemish Block (Vlaams Blok). Party members 


_ | recently played host to the former US Ku Klux 


Klan leader David Duke, upsetting a number of 


/} party leaders who have been trying to promote a 
| “moderate” image. The party has three MEPs. 


GERMANY 


member who was elected mayor of Rome in 2008. 


" 
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The Tricolour Flame (Fiamma Tricolore) has one MEP, Luca Romagnoli, 
who took over the leadership from its founder Pino Rauti. Rauti was 
one of a number of hardline fascists who refused to accept the “post- 
fascism” of Gianfranco Fini, who rebranded the MSI as the National Alliance (Alleanza 
Nazionale) in 1995. Rauti founded his new party in response to this dilution of 
principles and it remains true to the thuggish traditions of Mussolini's Italy, Rauti’s 
daughter is married to the Celtic Cross-wearing Gianni Alemanno, a former MSI 


AUSTRIA 


| Founded in 1991 and led by the 
©” | rabid antisemite, Corneliu Vadim 


»| anti-Roma. In 2000, it became the second 


ALER ROMANIA PAR 


Tudor (pictured), the Greater Romania 
Party (Parti Romania Mare) was crucial to 
the formation of the ITS in 2007 and to its 
collapse a year later. The party, which spews 
much of its nationalist bile against 
neighbouring Hungary, is also violently 


largest in the Romanian parliament but in 
2007 lost all its five seats in the European 
Parliament. 


| the 2005 parliamentary election (8.14%). 


Led by the antisemitic former talk show 
host and journalist Volen Siderov (pictured), 
Attack (Ataka) was born from a coalition of 
smaller far-right groups and came from 
virtually nowhere to win 296,848 votes in 


It then took 21% of the vote, coming 
second, in the run-off round of the 2006 
presidential election. Siderov is renowned 
for his racism towards the country’s Turkish 
and Roma minorities 
whom he verbally abuses. 
In 2002 he attended a 
far-right conference in 
Moscow alongside the 
former Ku Klux Klan 
leader David Duke. 


Pil CADIA 
OULUATIA 


In 2005, Alternativa Sociale and Fiamma Tricolore co-operated with one another in 
regional elections but the alliance soon fell apart. The group has one MEP, Roberto 
Fiore, Nick Griffin's political soldier pal. A convicted terrorist and leader of the fascist 
Forza Nuova, Fiore, 49, replaced Alessandra Mussolini, granddaughter of the wartime 
fascist dictator Benito Mussolini. It was her claim that all Romanians were criminals 
that led to the break-up of the ITS. Fiore was involved in the Armed Revolutionary 
Nuclei, the group that bombed Bologna railway station in 1980, killing 85 people 
including two British students. 
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Bringing the trade unions and the anti-fascist campaign together 


HOPE not hate in Yorkshire 


i meme 


<i 


he trade unions have a long 
tradition of fighting for fairness 
and equality, so it is not a 
giant leap to fight the growth 
and poisonous effects of the British 
National Party. The principles and 
values underpinning the union 
movement and anti-fascism are what 
we have in common, and the very 
antithesis of what the BNP stand for. 
An interface between the anti-fascist 
movement and the trade unions 
allows for a united labour movement 
response. The unions are able to 
spread messages and mobilise people, 
and to ensure that resources are used 
to support positive change. This is why 
over the last few years many unions 
have supported the anti-fascist cause. 

For some time Yorkshire has 
been one of the front lines in taking 
on the BNP. Griffin and his soldiers 
are well aware of the challenges faced 
by northern towns, where economic 
problems and social divisions can 
provide fertile soil for BNP 
propaganda. Some of our councils are 
now tainted with BNP representatives, 


Bill Adams, Regional Secretary, Yorkshire & Humber TUC 
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TRADES UNION CONGRESS -@ 
YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER REG] _ 


we have witnessed high electoral 
support for the BNP and also active 
racist organising in our communities 
and workplaces. 

In Yorkshire we have developed a 
regional model to resource the anti- 
fascist campaign in a coherent and 
effective way. Under the umbrella of 
the Yorkshire TUC, the regional trade 
unions support Hope Not Hate Yorkshire. 
Two workers organise campaigns across 
our region, whilst in regular contact with 
regional secretaries and operational staff 
from all the unions. This means we can 
coordinate and _ prioritise regional 
working, pulling in TU support to key 
aspects of the campaign. 

Unions provide funding, access 
to practical resources and activists to 
support campaign days. Individual 
unions may “adopt” particular wards. 
The endorsement of the TUC and 
senior union staff gives the campaign 
added legitimacy and opens more 
doors. The support of local trades 
councils has also enhanced the 
campaign in many areas. The expertise 
of the Hope Not Hate workers ensures 


the campaign is guided effectively. 

This approach has greatly built the 
capacity and efficacy of the Hope Not 
Hate campaign in Yorkshire. We have 
seen the BNP lose seats and their 
share of the vote in many places. 
Effective coalitions have been built 
in areas where the BNP are a threat. 
The unions have also been able to 
support public events such as the Hope 
Not Hate bus tour and a particularly 
successful day at Rotherham United. 
We take some confidence and pride in 
these achievements. 

Yorkshire TUC and affiliate unions 
will continue to support the Hope 
Not Hate campaign in Yorkshire into 
the coming European elections, and 
urge unions from across the country 
to back Hope Not Hate campaigns in 
their own areas. ~ 


Hope Not Hate Yorkshire 
c/o Yorkshire TUC, 
33 Park Place, Leeds LS1 2RY 


Relaeclals wives aslelas mele 
Meszaros hqg@hopeyorks.org.uk 


By David Williams 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
has long tried to take ownership of 
the issue of social justice or lack of it, 
portraying itself to disenfranchised 
and marginalised working-class 
communities, those insecure or 
vulnerable because of globalisation, as 
the genuine heir to “Old Labour” 
socialism. But the fascist party does this 
with an avowed racial twist. 

Setting up a “trade union” was a 
logical step in its bid to pass itself off to 
voters as belonging to a progressive 
historical tradition rather than one 
which has butchered trade unionists in 
their hundreds of thousands. 

Whatever the BNP says about 
the independence of Solidarity, the 
“autonomous” union for “British 
workers”, is a lie. Solidarity is nothing 
more than a front for the BNP, and a not 
very successful one at that. It has around 
200 members, one of whom is, surprise, 
surprise, Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. 

Solidarity was relaunched as an 
“independent” union on 24 February 
2007 after first appearing just over a 
year earlier. It cost the BNP 4150 to 
register with the ‘Trade Union 
Certification Office in December 2005 
but needed another £4,066 to gain a 
proper certificate of independence, a 
sum it has so far been unable to raise. 
Another difficulty is the requirement to 
demonstrate a record of activity. 

Solidarity was founded with the 
express intention of raising money for 
the BNP. One of its founders, the 
former BNP treasurer John Walker, 
noted that at some future stage a 
“political levy” would be raised from its 
membership. Its original PO Box 
address was registered to its founder 
Clive Potter, a BNP activist expelled 
from Unison for improper conduct, 
while its website was registered to a 
company operated by a South African 
terrorist, Lambertus Niewhof, 
who runs the Hereford BNP group. 
Its first officers were: 


. 


ff Treasurer John Walker, who was also 
then the BNP treasurer. 
® General secretary Lee Barnes, who 
heads the BNP “Legal Department”. 
@® Vice-president Kevin Scott who was 
then the BNP’s North East organiser. 

In a rather transparent attempt to 
disguise its origins, Patrick Harrington 
was appointed general secretary after he 
and Griffin ousted Potter to give 
themselves complete control over the 
organisation. Potter, who had had 
the temerity to question the accounts, 
was summarily sacked from his position 
as Solidarity’s president and then 
booted out of the BNP. 

Harrington is not a BNP member but 
a former chairman of the National 
Front and a close friend of Griffin. 
He now runs the Third Way, a minute 
political splinter which operates in the 
London Borough of Havering. 

Solidarity’s president is Adam 
Walker, a BNP activist from County 
Durham who resigned from his job as a 
teacher after being caught using school 
computers to access extremist websites. 
He has recently gained a post as a 
supply teacher at Teesdale School, 
Barnard Castle, despite standing as a 
BNP candidate in May. During his 
failed election campaign Redwatch, the 
nazi terror website, posted details of his 
Labour opponent, given to them by 
Walker's supporters. 


president 
Adam 
Walker 


a concept alien to the BNP 


Solidarity’s 


Walker’s brother, Mark, was 
suspended from his teaching job for a 
similar offence. Solidarity’s executive, 
voted in on 14 July 2007, consists 
entirely of members of the BNP or 
Third Way, giving it a very dubious sort 
of independence. 

Since its inception Solidarity has 
been mired in allegations of financial 
irregularity, emanating from its own 
former leadership. In response, on 22 
May, the Certification Office appointed 
Gerard Walker, Assistant Certification 


Officer, to investigate Solidarity’s 
financial affairs. The investigation 
is ongoing. 


Three Solidarity members from Sita 
Suez, a waste management company 
based in Wolverhampton were recently 
sacked, the BNP claims, because of 
their “union” membership. They were 
later reinstated. 

Make no mistake about it though. For 
all its weasel words about social justice, 
workers partnership in industry, etc, the 
BNP is no friend of the trade union 
movement. Take the Eastbourne BNP 
organiser Chris Barnett for instance, 
who wants to ban all unions. He would 
go one step further, according to 
research by anti-fascists at Lancaster 
Unity. “As a matter of fact,” wrote 
Barnett, “I would like to see all union 
leaders expelled from my country, or 
thrown out of a plane at 35,000 feet. 
Pinochet had the right idea of what to 
do with these people.” 

General Augusto Pinochet is the 
Chilean dictator who came to power at 
the head of a murderous military coup. 
One of his first acts was to ban all trade 
union activity. Thousands of people, 
many of them trade unionists, were 
“disappeared” during the course of his 
rule, brutally murdered by his death 
squads. At least some in the BNP see 
these people not as _ bloodthirsty 
butchers but as heroes. Herein lies the 
real attitude of the BNP to genuine 

trade unions and trade unionists. ~<a 
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Close encounter of the simple kind 


by Matthew Collins 


PVE BEEN WAITING all month for 
the director of the next Bond movie to 
get in touch about a possible starring 
role. This follows BNP deputy nasal- 
Fiihrer Simon Darby alleging that he 
caught me trying to gain entrance to 
Richard Barnbrook’s London Assembly 
office. Despite describing me (rather 
unfairly in my humble opinion) as “a 
scruffily dressed man covered in spots 
and pimples”, Darby claims I was able 
to sneak up to the office past all of the 
security and try to gain entrance when 
he wasnt looking. 

I'm assuming it’s wholly unfortunate 
for me that Simple Simon actually 
heard me knocking on his door to grab 
his attention with “fairly expensive 
looking digital camera” in hand because 
he did answer it after all. Simon was of 
course very nervous about being 
photographed in City Hall working for 
Dicky at taxpayers’ expense, because he 
actually lives in Wales not in London 
like the people who pay his salary. 
This may explain why he claims I 
spoke to him in an “Irish/Australian 
accent”. For those who dont know, 
I'm 100% south London “mockney”, 
another place that Simon has probably 
never visited. 

Apparently Simon gave chase but was 


unable to catch me over the massive 20- 
metre crawl from Dicky’s office to the 
elevator. As I recall it, Simple Simon 
was very nervous and even refused an 
offer to accompany me to lunch. 
Never mind. I’m sure that his vivid 
imagination has already explained to 
the satisfaction of BNP members living 
in London why Simon got the job as 
Dicky’s aid rather than any of them. 


Dermented 

“Have encountered every dubious man 
during past 8 years of trying to find the 
elusive mr right! even tried miss right to 
no avail!! am now with a lovely chappy 
...” No, it’s not one of the Big Brother 
evictees giving a red-top tabloid the ins 
and outs of their most mundane 
personal details, but Kathleen (Kate) 
Dermody of the ultra-extreme British 
People’s Party's women’s division (see 
Searchlight July and August). 

The “lovely chappy” whom Dermody 
refers to on her Friends Reunited entry is 
none other than BPP leader and 
Redwatch webmaster Kevin Watmough. 

During July, Watmough and Dermody 
deposed the BPP’s founder, Eddy 
Morrison, after a series of email 
exchanges between rival factions in the 
party leadership exploded into open 


warfare. Morrison followed Peter (Sid) 
Williamson onto the scrap heap less than 
two months after Morrison had himself 
sanctioned Williamson’s expulsion for 
not backing the party leadership's attacks 
on Nick Griffin, leader of the much 
larger British National Party. 

Riled by articles about her in 
Searchlight Dermody went as far as to 
ring the Searchlight office — a huge no- 
no amongst fascists — and with the 
obvious aid of a Thesaurus attempted to 
berate a member of staff before going 
into great detail about her personal and 
sexual preferences. 

While much of Dermody’s behaviour 
reads as a result of her obvious 
narcissism, she has made a beeline for 
the less restrained supporters of 
domestic fascism, writing fast and 
furiously on the nazi Combat 18 
guestbook, promoting her role as head 
of a self-appointed “initiative” 
corresponding with “Prisoners of War”, 
as well as her position as head of the 
“Women’s Division” of the BPP. 
Dermody wrote a series of emails and 
letters to prisoner support groups 
earlier this year demanding that they 
support BPP prisoners, including the 
terrorist and paedophile Martin 
Gilleard. She has also written at length 
to the imprisoned Racial Volunteer 
Force leader Mark Atkinson, 
publishing details of his responses on 
the internet. 

One of the more obvious benefits and 
apparent value to Watmough and the 
BPP of Dermody is her alleged 
financial stability. Like Morrison and 
Williamson, Watmough has no visible 
legal income. The growth in 
membership of the BPP appears to have 
sparked a struggle between Watmough 
and Morrison over expenses and 
gratuities that saw Watmough elevate 
Dermody from the bedroom to the 
boardroom, making her the party’s 
treasurer much to Morrison's chagrin. 

Considering herself an “unashamed 
snob nowadays”, Dermody claims that 
as well as having worked in a brothel, 
she now owns her own care company 
for the aged called “Undercover Care”. 
Searchlight can find no record of 
Dermody owning such a company. 

Her, role’ as leader. of the) BPP 
women’s division is hardly progressive 
in terms of women’s rights. As well as 
previously befriending and promoting 
Gilleard, Dermody recently wrote about 
how she supported the strike by fellow 
healthcare workers from the trade 
union Unison, but instead of joining 
them on the picket line chose to use the 
day off to visit a nazi prisoner. ~a 
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Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Disappointment all round 


WITH NO LONDON Assembly 
meetings to attend in August, Richard 
Barnbrook was getting excited about 
the chance to put a question to the 
panel on BBC Radio 4’s Any Questions 
on 22 August. A British National 
Party delegation had been invited to 
the church in Billericay where the 
programme was to be recorded and, 
Barnbrook wrote in his blog, it was an 
appointment he intended to keep. 

So worried was he that he might be 
late that he cut short an afternoon's 
leafleting in Romford market for his 
“London’s Mothers Against Knives” 
campaign. Barnbrook, who claims that 
he single-handedly put knife crime on 
London's agenda, originally called his 
campaign Mothers Against Knives, but 
was forced to add the prefix after 
complaints from the real Mothers 
Against Knives campaign, formed 
in 2005 by two mothers in 
Middlesbrough. Barnbrook, who as far 
as we know is not a mother, says he 
expects to have one million signatures 
for his campaign within a year. 

Oddly, in view of his concern about 
knife crime, Barnbrook and the rest of 
the BNP councillors on Barking and 
Dagenham council, where he is the 
BNP group's deputy leader, voted 
against a Labour motion calling for a 
change in the law on knife sales so that 
shops could no longer avoid prosecution 
by arguing they have done all in their 
power to educate shop assistants. 

Barnbrook made it to Billericay and 
submitted his proposed question to the 
panel, which to his disgust included 
Bob Crow, general secretary of the 
RMT and firm anti-fascist campaigner. 
“The recent spate of stabbings in 
London have occurred in predominantly 
ethnic minority areas” Barnbrook hoped 
to say. “Does the panel think that mass 
immigration has had a direct impact on 
the increase in violent crime?” 

Sensibly, Any Questions host Jonathan 
Dimbleby refused to let Barnbrook vent 


his racism; which is the real purpose 
of his knife crime campaign, and 


Barnbrook could only sit there 
twiddling his thumbs. 
Another disappointment for 


Barnbrook was his failure to persuade 
London Mayor Boris Johnson to 
appoint him to the London Regional 
Arts Council, despite his “humorous 
element of film-making” (a reference to 
the gay porn film he made as a student) 
and his involvement in all aspects of the 
arts including ballet (his much-hyped 
but broken engagement to a principal 
dancer of the English National Ballet). 
Over summer Barnbrook has also 
been able to concentrate on employing 
the staff he needs to prevent 
him making too much of a fool of 
himself. Despite attending the Greater 
London Authority's training for 
new London Assembly members, it 
seems Barnbrook still does not know 
the most basic rules or how to behave. 
Not unexpectedly there were few 
applications for the publicly-funded 
posts of researcher and personal 
assistant to the BNP Assembly 
member, advertised in July, so it 
looks like the GLA will confirm 
the appointments of Simon Darby, the 
BNP’s deputy leader who commutes 


from his home in Wales, and Rod 
Gordon, who runs BNPty, to share 
the PAs job. Emma Colgate, the 
BNP’s Thurrock councillor, is 
Barnbrook’s researcher. 

In Barking and Dagenham the 12- 
strong BNP group of councillors has 
been allowed to recruit a borough- 
funded political officer. Sue Sibthorpe is 
understood to have given notice to her 
present employer, the international 
accountancy firm KPMG, to take up 
the position, which sounds like a 
distinctly downward career move. 

A former PA to the leader of 
Southwark Council she has also acted as 
political adviser to the Conservative 
group there. Coincidentally this is 
where the notorious Nick Erikson was a 
Conservative councillor before he 
joined the BNP. Erikson was abruptly 
removed from the number two position 
on the BNP candidates’ list for the 
London Assembly at the last moment 
after Searchlight revealed his view that 
“rape is simply sex”. 

In 2006 she stood as the Conservative 
candidate in Ockendon ward, Thur- 
rock, coming second. She no doubt 
commended herself to Barnbrook 
because she shares his keenness on 
celebrating St George’s Day. ~= 


Simon Darby 
shuffles the papers 
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Racist BNP | 
defames 
war hero 


By David Williams 


IN A QUITE EXTRAORDINARY racist slur the British 
National Party has attacked Private Johnson Beharry, holder of 
the Victoria Cross, claiming that he only received the medal 
because he was black. 

When The Sun caught out the BNP selling replica VCs, the 
BNP tried to justify itself by pointing out that the National 
Army Museum sold similar medals, unable to comprehend the 
difference between the museum’s historical and commemorative 
purposes and exploiting soldiers’ courage to fund racist politics. 

The BNP then launched a vicious racist tirade against 
Grenadian-born Pte Beharry, who had told The Sun “selling fake 
VCs is very disrespectful. The honour of the medal and its 
history shouldn't be tarnished like this.” 

Dave Joines, managing director of the BNP’s merchandising 
arm Excalibur, lashed out, claiming The Sun only quoted 
Beharry because of his “ethnicity” and describing him as an 
“immigrant” from Grenada who only came to the UK in 1999. 

In an astonishing outburst Joines said that Beharry’s VC did not 
really count because he won it “controversially”. He accused 
Beharry of cowardice claiming “all he did was drive away very fast 
from a combat zone”. Beharry’s action was “routine”, Joines went 
on, and he was only awarded the VC because “the politically 
correct Ministry of Defence decided to elevate this particular 
occasion to something worthy of the VC”. 

Pretending to quote “critics” at the time, Joines claimed that 
Beharry’s act hardly compared to the “Defence of Rorke’s Drift”. 

Still hiding behind non-existent “critics” Joines claimed that 
the only reason Beharry “was singled out for a VC was because 
of a made-up ‘positive discrimination directive by the PC-mad 
government” and that he should be wearing a replica VC rather 
than a real one. 

When one BNP member commented that there was a little 
more to Beharry’s act of bravery than Joines claimed, he was 
slapped down by the BNP website editor, Arthur Kemp, who 
replied: “Beharry himself did not take part in any fighting, he 
merely drove the vehicle, like hundreds of others under similar 
circumstances. The awarding of a VC to him was widely 
criticised at the time — rightly so — because of the conspicious 
[sic] lack of fighting involved.” 

Only one person out of over 100 who posted comments had 
the courage to criticise the disgraceful stance of his party, stating: 
“T am and never have been, a supporter of immigration into our 
homeland but to describe this soldier of the British Army, as 
an immigrant driver who ran away, is more than churlish”. 
The comment was later removed. 

Patrick Leavey, head of public affairs at the Royal British 
Legion, told Searchlight: “It is beneath the Legion's dignity to 
respond to this latest ridiculous outrage from the BNP”. —ed 
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Two acts of great heroism 


PRIVATE JOHNSON BEHARRY was awarded the VC for two 
individual acts of “great heroism" under heavy enemy fire, 
at great personal risk to himself, which saved the lives of 
his comrades. 

On 1 May 2004 in Al Amarah, Iraq, Beharry’s platoon was 
ordered to fight through a series of enemy ambushes to 
rescue a foot patrol that had been pinned down under 
a sustained bombardment. Beharry was the driver of a 
platoon commander's Warrior armoured fighting vehicle 
at the head of the column. 

His vehicle was hit by multiple rocket-propelled grenades, 
incapacitating the commander and gunner and destroying 
the radio. With his vehicle on fire and filling up with noxious 
smoke Beharry on his own initiative navigated through the 
ambush leading the five remaining vehicles and their crews 
to safety. After another rocket destroyed the vehicle's 
periscope, he drove with his head out of the hatch exposing 
himself to enemy fire and was hit in the head with a 7.62mm 
bullet, which lodged in his helmet. 

Had it not been for his swift and brave action his vehicle 
would have been incapacitated and those behind him 
trapped and picked off one by one. “Seemingly oblivious 
to the incoming enemy small arms fire’ Beharry then 
rescued his wounded platoon commander and gunner 
from the burning vehicle before returning to it again, still 
under enemy fire, “to lead the disorientated and shocked 
dismounts to safety: 

After medical treatment Beharry returned to duty and 
on 11 June 2004 his vehicle was struck again by a 
rocket-propelled grenade, which exploded six inches 
from his head, causing him serious head injuries and 
injuring his commander and several crew. His vision 
obscured by blood Beharry managed to drive his 
vehicle out of the ambush, saving the life of his crew, 
only then did he collapse. 

As his citation read: “Beharry displayed repeated 
extreme gallantry and unquestioned valour, despite 
intense direct attack, personal injury and damage to his 
vehicle in the face of relentless enemy action’ 

General Sir Mike Jackson, one of Britain's senior military 
figures, knighted at the same ceremony at which Beharry 
received his VC, stated “| was overshadowed today by Pte 
Beharry, and quite rightly so — it was an honour to stand 
alongside him! 


Row over BNP leads to 
assault conviction 


A man pleaded guilty to assault causing 
actual bodily harm after an argument about 
the British National Party turned violent. 
Philip Owen, 42, hit Sean Enwright, a 
former military man, at a Swindon working 
men’s club on 6 June last year. Owen had 
been talking to his friends when he asked 
Enwright, 59, if he would join the group. 
Enwright said the Second World War was 
meant to stop people behaving in the way 
Owen was acting. Owen saw red, saying 
‘Tm going to hurt you,” before attacking 
him. Enwright suffered a cut to his left ear 
and was unable to remember how he got to 
the Great Western Hospital when he 
regained consciousness. 

Owen was given a 12-month community 
order, during which he must attend a 
conflict resolution programme and carry out 
100 hours of unpaid work. He was also 
ordered to pay 4200 compensation to 
Enwright and £60 costs. 


Racist hatemailer avoids jail 


A British National Party supporter who sent 
hate mail to a Labour councillor has escaped 
a prison sentence. Kevin David, 38, of 
Leytonstone, told police that he was “on 
drugs” when he wrote a malicious letter to 
his ward councillor Marie Pye, which 
he signed in the name of the BNP leader 
Nick Griffin. 

At Waltham Forest Magistrates’ Court last 
month, David, who has a_ previous 
conviction for actual bodily harm, was given 
an 18-month supervision order, with a 
requirement to attend a six-month 
rehabilitation course. He was also ordered 
to pay £100 compensation to Cllr Pye and 
£70 costs. 

David was arrested after police found traces 
of his DNA on the letter, which had been 
delivered to Cllr Pye’s home in January. 
The letter said: “There are five million 
scumbags wanting to live here and open 
shops here. Leytonstone has become a 
cesspit and a ghetto for these scum. I see you 
walking around with your walking stick. 
Why don’t you f**k off you fat cow? 
Magistrates told David they regarded his 
offence as very serious but were persuaded 
by psychiatric reports that he needed 
assistance rather than punishment. 
Detective Sergeant Del Watson said after 
the sentencing: “Every person, irrespective 
of their standing within the community, has 
the right to live peacefully in their homes 
and should not be subjected to hate crime. 
If a person believes that they or another 
have been a victim of hate crime, the 
Metropolitan Police Service would 
encourage them to report the matter.” 


Thief stole meat for 
former BNP 
councillor’s wake 


Luke Smith found hanged 


A PROLIFIC criminal stole 
meat worth over £200 from 
Tesco for a _ barbecue 
following the funeral of a 
former British —_ National 
Party councillor. Burnley 
magistrates heard that 
Norman “Knuckles” Jones 
wanted the meat for a wake 
after the death of 26-year-old 
Luke Smith who was found 
hanged on 20 July. 

Jones, 58, who admitted 
the theft, has a long criminal 
record including convictions 
for football hooliganism. 
Smith, who was also a 
notorious football hooligan, 
resigned as a _ Burnley 
councillor in 2003 after he 
smashed a bottle into the 
face of a Leeds BNP 
organiser. 

Smith’s funeral on 29 July, 
attended by hundreds of 
people, was marked by 
violence. Police were called 
to deal with around 40 
youths hurling objects off a 
Burnley bridge. It is believed 
they had been drinking in a 
nearby pub after the church 
service. 

Jones was sentenced to 
a three-month — curfew 
order and ordered to pay 
£75 costs. 

This is not the first time 
someone associated with 
the far-right has been 
caught stealing from Tesco. 
In the early 1970s Britain's 
Nazi godfather Colin Jordan 
was convicted of stealing 
some women’s __ personal 
items, including a cheap line 
in knickers, from a Midlands 
branch of Tesco. 
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International 
roundup 


David Duke: his visit 
to Flanders triggered 
fialicejanelare] 


VB councillors fall out over former Klan leader 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/ Verzet — RésistanceS in Brussels 


MARC VAN DE VELDE, a local councillor 
for the far-right Vlaams Belang (VB) in the city 
of Sint-Niklaas, has caused uproar in his party 
by fiercely attacking one of his colleagues, Karin 
Milik, for allowing David Duke, the former Ku 
Klux Klan leader, to stay at her home while he 
attended the so-called Euro-Rus conference. 

The conference in Dendermonde, Flanders, 
on the weekend of 27-28 June received a lot of 
media attention, mainly because of the presence 
of Duke, one of a gaggle of far-right speakers 
from all over the world who participated in the 
rather bizarre gathering. 

Euro-Rus is a fascist outfit that promotes the 


notions of a white, Russian-dominated Europe. 
Despite its grandiose pretensions, the 
organisation has few members apart from its 
president Kris Roman, an oddball extreme- 
rightist who was kicked out of the VB in 1994. 
Van de Velde has demanded Milik’s immediate 
resignation and has warned the VB’s leaders that 
he will quit if they do not meet his demand. 

The VB’s_ national president, Bruno 
Valckeniers, has publicly stated that his party 
does not sympathise with “that idiot” Duke nor 
with the KKK but has not responded to the 
demand for Milik’s removal. The president of 
the local VB branch, Hugo Pieters, has refused 
even to consider Van de Velde’s demand, stating 
that “whatever a councillor does in her spare 
time” is “a private matter”. 

Rob Verreycken, another VB councillor in 
Sint-Niklaas and a former MP, went further by 
minimising the incident and Duke’s role in the 
KKK. “This”, he said, “was 30 years ago”. 
Verreycken told the media that he would not 
support Van de Velde because “a resignation 
would only please the party’s enemies”. 

Milik herself has disappeared since the 
conflict hit the media. As her partner is one of 
the three personal bodyguards of the VB 
celebrity Filip Dewinter, her whereabouts 
cannot be much of a secret in the party. 
Rumours are circulating that Milik will soon 
apologise for her hospitality to Duke, that no 
one will be forced to leave the party and 
everyone will live happily ever after. 


‘Leaderless 


resistance’ groups 
proliferate 


Anders Dalsbro reports from 
Stockholm for Expo 


SWEDEN NOW HAS more than 30 
locally based nazi groups, 17 of which 
were formed during the past two years, the 
security police have confirmed. 

Many of the groups are organised on the 
principle of  “leaderless resistance” 
developed variously by the US white 
supremacist Louis Beam and the hardcore 
nazi Freie Kameradschaften in Germany. 
The groups have no formal leaders, 
concentrate their activity on their 
immediate surroundings and call them- 
selves “independent” or “free”. Despite this, 


Nazi serial killer trial starts 
Ulyana Bobrova reports from Moscow 


MURDER TRIALS of two groups of 
right-wing extremists opened at 
Moscow city court at the end of July. 
The so-called Kolinichenko and Ryno 
gangs are accused of a total of 
22 murders and a further 21 cases of 
malicious wounding. 

Both trials have excited more public 
attention than usual, not only because 
of the number of victims but also 
because the Kolinichenko gang is 
accused of killing the internationally 
famous chess master Sergei Nikolaev 
from the far-eastern Republic of 
Yakutia and the Ryno gang is charged 
with the murder of a_ wealthy 
Armenian businessman. 

At 19 years old, lvan Kolinichenko is 
the only adult in his gang, the other 12 
of whom are aged 15 to 17. The press 
has claimed that Kolinichenko, who let 
himself be photographed giving a 
Nazi salute in front of the bodies of his 
victims, is mentally underdeveloped. 
However a medical assessment 
concluded that he has _ full 
responsibility for his own actions and 
is fit to stand trial. 

He might benefit from the fact that 
many criminal examinations are 
conducted in such a slovenly fashion 
that the evidence presented in court 
can easily be disputed. Kolinichenko’s 


defence lawyers have already 
announced their intention to expose 
“procedural errors” in the case. 

According to Galina Kozhevnikova, 
the deputy director of the Moscow- 
based monitoring group, the Sova 
Centre, the Kolinichenko mob formed 
part of a nazi network. This is not the 
case with the 18-year-old student icon 
artist Arthur Ryno and his eight co- 
defendants, who include a woman. 
Nevertheless, Ryno and his murderous 
playmates now enjoy hero status in the 
Russian nazi scene. 

During the police investigation into 
the his gang, Ryno, who styles himself 
as a “white warrior’, confessed to the 
murder of no fewer than 37 people of 
“non-Slavic” appearance. Whether he 
was really involved in all the killings 
will probably never be established. 
The police only discovered the full 
extent of Ryno's activities after an 
eyewitness to the murder of a 
businessman came forward. 

In cases involving — right-wing 
extremists such as the two now 
running, personal attitudes and 
opinions of investigating officers can 
play a role that should not be 
underestimated. In the lower ranks of 
the police in particular, there is strong 
xenophobia and racism towards 


Gang leader and racist murder Arthur Ryno 


people from the southern and eastern 
former Soviet republics. 

There is also growing concern that 
the police often hand over the 
personal details of arrested anti- 
fascists to extreme-right groups. 
So far, this has only resulted in the 
daubing of swastikas at anti-fascists’ 
homes but the fear is that this will lead 
to more violent attacks in future. 


several of them are well plugged into 
established organisations and networks 
such as Info-14, the National Socialist 
Front, the Swedish Resistance 
Movement and the Nordic Foundation. 

Local groups are nothing new in the 
Swedish nazi movement but today’s 
activists typically view themselves as 
street fighters along the lines of the 
German Nazi SA and as a complement 
to the “intellectual” branch of the nazi 
movement. Most of the activists in local 
groups primarily distribute propaganda 
material from the more structured 
organisations and violently confront and 
attack opponents. 

The groups form a very loosely 
connected network of nazis covering 
all Sweden's counties apart from 
Gotland and Jamtland. But they are not 
evenly distributed across the country. 
Although there are active groups in the 
north, most are in central and southern 
Sweden. And the mere existence of an 
organisation in a town says little about 


its activities. In some cases the nazi 
group or cell has only a few members 
who do little. 

The anti-fascist magazine Expo says 
the rival nazi groups differ significantly 
in direction and stability. Some focus on 
semi-anonymous distribution — of 
“information” and propaganda on the 
internet while others actively seek 
publicity. Some groups have existed in 
one form or another since the 1950s, 
others are like mayflies. 

The organisation with the greatest 
geographic spread and the largest 
number of members is the National 
Socialist Front. Other important players 
are the Swedish Resistance Movement, 
Info-14 and the Nordic Foundation. 
A considerable amount of the total nazi 
activity centres on these four organisa- 
tions, which arrange demonstrations, 
concerts and _ parties, sometimes 
separately and sometimes together. 

The so-called independent groups 
often take part in activities such as the 


annual national day march on 6 June, 
but there is no real agreement or love 
lost between the competing factions. 
Since 2006, the relationship between 
the four main operators has been 
marked by conflict, something that the 
other groups have to deal with. 

The security police analyst Ahn-Za 
Hagstrom says that nazi groups have 
increasingly focused on __ schools, 
traditionally an important arena for 
reaching new activists. “It is part of their 
ideology since these groups believe that 
the youth have not yet become, as they 
put it, indoctrinated by the ‘world 
Jewish conspiracy’,” she told Expo. 

According to the security police, 
today’s nazi groups do not constitute a 
direct threat to democratic society. 
They have the desire but not the ability 
to do away with democracy. They are, 
however, a threat at an individual level, 
with their attempts to intimidate and 
terrorise opponents and prevent their 
freedom of assembly and speech. 


International 


Racists gather for Cologne 


anti-Isiam rally 


From Hans-Peter Killguss in Cologne 


SEVERAL HUNDRED racists from 
all over Europe are expected to flock to 
a so-called Anti-Islamisation Congress 
staged by the German fascist pro Kéln 
(pK) organisation to discuss “the 
foreign infiltration of our cities”. 

The congress, in Cologne from 19 to 
21 September, comes amid growing 
racism in Germany. According to one 
poll, more than 50% of the population 
favours a ban on mosques. Echoing this, 
Markus Wiener, a “scientific staff 
member” of pK, claims there should be 
“no mosques, no minarets, no muezzin” 
because “the native population is 
justifiably worried about creeping 
Islamisation and the danger of Islamist 
terror.” 

PK was set up in 1996 to campaign 
against prostitution and only really 
targeted Muslims after 2000. It recently 
protested against a new mosque in 
the Ehrenfeld district of Cologne, 
distributing tens of thousands of 
stickers, leaflets and posters and 
gathering almost 20,000 signatures on a 
petition. 

Although many pK officers and 
members have been well-known 
activists in fascist and openly nazi 
parties, pK claims to be a democratic 
citizens’ initiative. It styles itself as a 
“populist” party for the man-in- 
the-street in contrast to 
other parties, which it 
denounces as corrupt, 
arrogant and in hock to 
the “false ideology of 
multiculturalism”. 

After pK gained 
seats on Cologne 
city council in 
2004, a carbon copy 
called pro Deutschland 
emerged in 2005 fol- 
lowed by pro NRW, 
(Nordrhein 
Westfalen) 
in 2007. The pri- 
mary purpose of 
September’s Anti-Islam- 
isation Congress is to 
kick-start the racist cam- 


paign for next year’s regional elections 
in NRW. 


Another aim is to improve 


collaboration between — ultra-right 
groups in Europe ahead of next year’s 
European Parliament _ elections. 


PK already has close links with 
the Belgian far-right Vlaams Belang 
whose chairman, Filip Dewinter, will 
speak at the gathering alongside 
Andreas Mélzer and Heinz-Christian 
Strache from the Austrian Freedom 
Party (FPO). 

Henry Nitzsche, a former Christian 
Democrat from Saxony, will also 
appear. Nitzsche, who is still an MP, 
once claimed patriotism was vital to 
prevent Germany from being ruled by 
what he termed “Multi-Kulti- 
Schwuchteln” (multicultural poofters). 
He is an important figurehead because 
pK is now trying to appeal mainly to 
conservatives. 

The most prominent speaker invited is 
Jean Marie Le Pen, president of the 
French Front National. Another well 
known speaker will be Mario Borghezio 
of the Italian Lega Nord (see page 34). 

Nick Griffin, leader of the 
British National Party, had 
been on the guest list but 
after German  anti-fascists, 

with help from Searchlight, pub- 
lished his comments denying the 
Holocaust, his name was with- 
drawn just before Cologne 
city council and the German 
Interior Ministry condemned 
the Congress. 

A broad front, the 
yp Alliance’ iy for)  dviass 
Blockades, is mobilising 
opposition to the con- 
gress and has urged mass 
civil disobedience in an 
appeal backed by many 
different political groups, 
artists, musicians and 
pubs. Anti-fascists from all 
over Europe have pledged 
their support and _ trade 
unionists in Cologne will 
organise active protests. ~<a 


Nazi alliance 
collapsing 
By Jens Thomas for Der 


Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 
in Hanover 


Thomas Wulff's lays a swastika flag in homage 
to a dead nazi and causes a rift in the German 
extreme right 


Photo: Denk.de 


PUT TOGETHER A COFFIN, a swastika flag a militant nazi and 
his bitter rival, the boss of Germany's biggest nazi party, 
and you have a near-perfect recipe for ructions. 
And ructions is the most apt word to describe the current 
rift between the British National Party’s friends in the nazi 
National Democratic Party (NPD) and the independent 
nazi Freie Kameradschaften. 

Four years ago, in September 2004, three leading figures 
in the Kameradschaften joined the NPD. The entry of Ralph 
Tegethoff, Thorsten Heise and Thomas (“Steiner”) Wulff, 
was seen as a sign of cooperation between the party and 
the more militant non-parliamentarian nazis and, more 
importantly, flagged up that the NPD’s door was now open 
to blatant nazis. 

For the next four years they worked together, if uneasily, 
and many Freie Kameradschaften activists joined the NPD 
or its youth wing, the Junge Nationaldemokraten (JN). 
Earlier this year, however, cooperation began to crumple 
when the NPD felt obliged to distance itself from the 
activities of the so-called Autonome Nationalisten, a 
fragment of the Kameradschaften. 

The rift has deepened since the funeral of the veteran nazi 
Friedhelm Busse in Passau, Bavaria, on 26 July. The often- 
convicted Busse, whose political career started in Hitler’s 
Third Reich, was one of the oldest and most infamous and 
unpleasant German postwar nazis. 

Born in 1929, Busse joined the 12th SS Panzer Division, 
the Hitlerjugend, aged 15 and after the war continued his 
nazi activities in several extremist parties. At the end of the 
1960s, he was an NPD member but in 1975 he was one of 
the hardcore nazi activists who established the NSDAP(AO) 
together with nazis in the USA. 

Later he became chairman of the Freiheitliche Deutsche 
Arbeiterpartei (FAP), a party avowedly in the tradition of 
Hitler’s NSDAP and outlawed in 1995. He found his way 
back to the NPD in 2003. 

Most of the 80 nazi activists at Busse’s funeral were aged 
over 40 and shared a similar political CV. They included the 
NPD’‘s chairman, Udo Voigt, who yelled out at the graveside: 
“Friedhelm, the fight for Germany will go on’. 


What followed was too extreme even for Voigt and led to 
a heated dispute. As the coffin was lowered into the ground, 
Thomas Wulff, an associate of Busse from their FAP days, laid 
on it an illegal Imperial War Flag of the Third Reich bearing a 
huge swastika. 

Because this occurred in front of several journalists 
and police, one might have expected police intervention. 
But nothing happened, and when the nazis left the 
churchyard, they felt free to launch a violent attack on a 
journalist from the well known German paper Die Zeit, who 
also writes for Searchlight's sister magazine Der Rechte 
Rand. \n a savage beating, they broke two of his ribs and 
smashed his camera. 

The next day, the German media reported that the 
assault, for which four nazis were arrested, had taken 
place in the presence of the NPD’s chairman and other 
important NPD activists. They also printed a picture of Wulff 
lying down to place the swastika flag, which police have 
since removed. 

Four days later, the NPD leadership issued a statement 
headed, “Action for a socially just Germany does not need 
yesterday's symbolism’, claiming that Busse himself had said 
this to Voigt and Eckart Brauninger, a party official, weeks 
before his demise. It claimed that individuals (meaning 
Wulff who was later arrested and faces three years in jail) had 
used the funeral for their own political self-dramatisation. 
The party, it said, stands for a modern forward-looking 
nationalism turned towards the future not the past. 

The NPD’s declaration drew considerable response 
on the extreme-right internet news portal altermedia. 
Most posts condemned the NPD as “opportunistic” for its 
political retreat and accused it of conforming to the hated 
democratic political system. NPD activists complaining they 
did not understand the reasons for the declaration joined 
the critics. 

On 5 August, activists of the Freie Kameradschaften 
answered the NPD with an internet statement accusing the 
party of being dishonest. It pointed out that the NPD had 
said nothing immediately after the funeral but wrote its 
cowardly declaration only after the media coverage. 

They then berated the NPD for trying to “falsify” Busse’s 
political background: “Comrade Friedhelm Busse’, they said, 
“saw himself as a political soldier in the tradition of the SA. 
He wore the SS ring of honour given to him by a former SS 
Gruppenftihrer with pride ... He was also the main speaker 
on countless occasions at traditional commemorations 
such as 9 November [the anniversary of Hitler's 1923 
Munich putsch} and 20 April [Hitler’s birthday].’ At the end 
of their statement, the militants, some of whom attached 
their names, threatened to terminate their cooperation 
with Voigt and his allies. 

The ongoing row poses a major dilemma for the 
NPD which vitally needs the support of the Freie 
Kameradschaften’s foot soldiers for its campaign for 
forthcoming regional elections in Bavaria on 28 September 
because it does not have enough members itself. 

On the other hand, public cooperation with nazis is 
increasingly bad news and a deterrent to some potential 
NPD voters. And internal strife highlighted when the 
hardcore nazi Jurgen Rieger was elected to the party 
leadership in May is intensifying. Last year the NPD declared 
it would enter the regional parliament in Munich in this 
year's elections. Now it seems the most likely result will be 
the political equivalent of a car crash. ~= 


International 


New right-wing populist enters the political arena 


Jeroen Bosch reports from Utrecht for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


THE “VOTERS REVOLUTION” 
started by the right-wing populist Pim 
Fortuyn in 2001 is not yet over. Since 
Fortuyn, who was murdered on 6 May 
2002, entered the political arena, there 
have been radical fluctuations and 
instability in the behaviour of the 
Dutch electorate. Not a _ single 
government has served a full term since 
the now defunct List Pim Fortuyn 
(LPF) entered parliament and the 
vacuum on the populist right remains 
partly vacant. 

The Freedom Party (PVV) headed by 
the notorious Islam-basher Geert 
Wilders has nine of the supposed 30 or 
more seats that could be won from the 
right-wing liberals of the Party for 
Freedom and Democracy (VVD). 

But it is not Wilders but Rita 
Verdonk, a former VVD member and 
hardline Immigration Minister, who 
appears most likely to fill this space and 
attract former VVD and LPF voters . 

Verdonk is seen as a “moderate and 
decent” alternative to Wilders’s 
loudmouthed PVV. While in the VVD 
she won more preference votes 
(620,555) in a parliamentary election 
than her own party leader Mark Rutte, 
enough, potentially, under the 
complicated Dutch election system to 
secure nine parliamentary seats. 

When she used her victory to lay 
claim to the party’s leadership, a row 
broke out between liberal and hardline 
VVD members, which culminated in 
Verdonk’s resignation from the party 
in September 2007 and a slump in the 
VVD’s poll support. 

In March Verdonk launched a new 
movement, Proud of the Netherlands 
(Trots op NL), with an American-style 
show. She remains on her own in 
parliament but this is of little 
consequence because she is hardly 
ever there. Instead she tours the 


Netherlands to raise funds and seek out 
reliable political partners and recruits 
for her movement. 

Her ambition is to be the country’s 
first female Prime Minister. The polls 
now give her an impressive 15 to 30 
seats. This is all the more remarkable 


because Verdonk has no clearly defined 
programme and her support seems to 


spring mainly from her hardline 
reputation as a former Immigration 
Minister (and prison director) and her 
presumed success in tackling asylum 
and integration issues. 

Closer inspection reveals a more 
chequered picture. Verdonk, a minister 
in various governments between 2003 
and 2007, was not the success she 
claims. Her resistance to a pardon for 
refugees who had applied for asylum 
before April 2001 failed and her 
programme for integration involving 
obligatory language courses and income 
requirements for marriage partners 
from abroad was criticised in the courts. 
Another problem is that Verdonk was a 
very hands-on minister, who reviewed 
asylum cases personally and more 
positively than any other minister, a fact 
that will not endear her to her more 
right-wing potential followers. 

At the launch of her new movement, 
Verdonk, standing in front of a huge 
Dutch flag, played the national anthem 
and stated that the culture and freedom 
of the Netherlands had to be defended 
and revived. Verdonk’s outfit is the first 
“mainstream” party to play the national 
anthem so prominently since the 


Second World War. 


Billboard for Rita Verdonk’s new party 


She resists suggestions that the Dutch 
will always have to “adapt to new cultures 
and minorities”, argues that accusations 
of racism against Dutch people must be 
rejected because “discrimination is not 
something the Dutch have in them’, and 
believes “traditional Dutch values” are 
under threat. 

“The traditional values of the Dutch 
are under pressure and monuments 
commemorating slavery are going up 
everywhere,” she declared. In fact, there 
is only one monument in the 
Netherlands to Dutch crimes during 
the slave trade. When it was unveiled, 
Verdonk, who was present in her 
ministerial capacity, was jeered. 

She also painted a picture of a 
country where men and women no 
longer shake hands, a petty comment 
based on an incident while she was a 
minister when an orthodox Muslim 
imam refused to shake her hand. 
Verdonk had been briefed that this 
would happen but reached for his hand 
anyway, grabbing headlines for weeks 
and sparking off a hardline debate on 
integration and Islam. 

Verdonk plays the populist card about 
“politics screwing the citizen” and 
making life impossible by imposing 
“thousands of rules and laws” and 
treating citizens “as criminals” while 
“the real criminals walk around freely”. 

Also, and this is an invitation for 
entrepreneurs and companies to support 
and finance her, Verdonk claims there 
are too many opportunities for lobby 
groups to block infrastructural projects. 

On her website, Verdonk selected 
eight political themes to which she gave 
a short introduction and asked voters to 
enter suggestions on a wiki page on the 
site, which is unprecedented in Dutch 
political history. She appears to want to 
cobble together a programme out of 
these ideas but has already said that it is 
her own vision that will prevail. 

In almost stereotypical populist style, 
Verdonk will not let her movement be 
hamstrung with members — one can only 
become a “supporter”, preferably of a 
financial kind. She claims to be 
democratic but will only listen to herself. 


A clearer picture of her view on 
democracy can be found in her ridiculous 
statement: “If you have to decide at home 
what to eat for dinner and three want to 
eat chips and two sauerkraut, than it will 
be chips. No? Very plain. That’s how 
democracy works.” 

To make her image more popular 
among the floating voters she hopes to 
attract, she now presents herself as a 
political outsider who is not part of the 
elitist clique in The Hague. “One thing is 
for sure,” she declares. “On my list of 
candidates for the elections you won't 
find anyone from the elite of the Hague.” 

Some of her other main issues can be 
teased out from the disparate collection 
of popular grievances that she has 
mopped up. She stands for an end to 
traffic jams; asylum seekers to be helped 
in the countries surrounding those from 
which they fled; immigrants having to 
sign a “contract” and to leave the 
country if they break it; minimum 
punishments for offenders; parents of 
juvenile criminals having to go on 
courses (their children being sent to re- 
education centres); education policy to 
be forbidden territory for social 
democrats for the next 20 years; and 
development aid being slashed to one 
third of its current level. 

Some local VVD branches have said 
they will join Trots op NL, even though 
it will not have membership, and have 
registered similar parties. LPF and 
Livable Netherlands branches are also 
putting out feelers to Verdonk’s 
movement. 

Ultimately its future will be decided 
by the amount of funding she can 
attract for her campaign for the 2010 
parliamentary and local elections, the 
quality of candidates on her lists and the 
flexibility and patience it can show in 
the face of any setbacks. 

If Verdonk is really aiming for the top 
post in Dutch politics, any other result 
will be a  hard-to-defend defeat. 
Nevertheless the Dutch political 
landscape has changed and fallen into 
line with other European countries 
where outspoken nationalist parties 
have become a common occurrence. 


Nazis vandalise town hall 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! And Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


NATIONAL SOCIALIST ACTION (NSA) activists daubed Zoetermeer 
town hall at the end of July with slogans calling for their own meeting place. 
The so-called “Autonomous Nationalists” of the NSA, formerly known as 
Youth Storm Netherlands, plastered the walls of the building with stickers 
and distributed leaflets demanding the resignation of the mayor and local 
councillors. One of the nazis was arrested. 

The nazis’ action followed their demonstration on 5 July, which was part of 
their campaign against police repression and for a meeting place in 
Zoetermeer where, for the past two years, the police have cracked down on 
their presence and activities. The demonstration, attended by around 70 
activists from the NSA and Blood and Honour, was headed by a banner that 
read “Anti Fascist Action” (AFA) as well as a huge flag with the AFA symbol. 
A Flemish activist from the nazi terror group Combat 18 made a speech 
about repression. 

The NSA explained this bizarre activity as “anti-Mussolini”, because the 
Italian dictator was “a bourgeois fascist”, but its real motive was clearly to 


wind up the real AFA. 


Nazi demonstrators in Zoetermeer on 5 July 2008 from the Flemish Combat 18 branch of 
Blood and Honour and National Socialist Action Photos: Alert! 


International 


Election brings fear of far-right gains 


From Heribert Schiedel in Vienna 


TWO FAR-RIGHT PARTIES, the 
Freedom Party (FPO) and the Alliance 
for Austria’s Future (BZO), will contest 
the general election on 28 September. 
The election was brought forward when 
the conservative Austrian People’s Party 
(OVP) called time on its fragile 
government coalition with the Social 
Democrats. The early election is seen as 
an attempt by the OVP to capitalise on 
its good showing in opinion polls and 
give Werner Faymann, the SPO’s new 
leader, as little time as possible to win 
voters’ favour. 

Things looked bad enough for Alfred 
Gusenbauer, the Chancellor and party 
leader, after the SPO’s poor result in the 
Tyrol state election in June and internal 
polls were showing that the FPO, 
riding a tide of anti-Islamic and 
anti-EU sentiment, might catch up 
with the SPO. 

Then Gusenbauer resigned and was 
replaced as party leader by Faymann, a 
popular minister. Going with the tide, 
Gusenbauer and Faymann wrote a letter 
to the publisher of the right-wing 
Kronen Zeitung, Austria’s largest 
newspaper, and promised a referendum 
on EU treaty changes. Since the OVP 
and SPO had both agreed to the Lisbon 
treaty, the OVP, which was doing well 
in the polls and grateful for the 
opportunity, denounced the SPO as 
populist traitors and terminated the 
coalition. 

This established the front line: on one 
side the pro-European and _anti- 
populist OVP, Greens and Liberals, and 
on the other the SPO, FPO and Kronen 
Zeitung. Realising they had been 
tricked, the OVP defiantly launched an 
election campaign against “criminal 
asylum seekers” and “cultural crimes”. 

Austria’s far right was caught off 
balance by the election announcement, 
which came just after the FPO lost two 
of its former candidates. Karlheinz 
Klement had been expelled for making 
homophobic and anti-feminist remarks 
and will now run for election as an 
independent in Carinthia backed by the 
FPO’s bitter right-wing rival, the BZO. 
The other, Ewald Stadler, is a Catholic 
fundamentalist and left the FPO to 
avoid expulsion for whipping up public 
opinion against the party’s leader, 


hcstrache, 


Webcast rac heat 


FPO leader Heinz-Christian Strache speaks at an election rally 


Heinz-Christian Strache, by circulating 
photographs that show him doing 
paramilitary training with nazis. 

On top of that, the SPO has 
established itself as critical to the EU, a 
position that was formerly an FPO 
monopoly. The FPO also faces 
competition for the far-right vote. 
The BZO is fighting against “inflation” 
by means of a referendum and the 
Christian fundamentalists are fighting 
Islam. This leaves the main issues of the 
FPO’s election campaign as opposition 
to “globalisation’, demands for a 
separate social security system for 
“foreigners” and anti-Islamic politics 
dressed up as spurious support for the 
rights of oppressed Muslim women. 

Strache has been invited to attend the 
anti-Islam congress in Cologne this 
month (see pages 28 and 34) but might 
opt out worried that being seen in what 
might turn into a riot would harm his 
image with the FPO’s voters who 
largely do not favour extreme-right 
positions. The FPO is currently 
avoiding open racial hatred. 

The FPO is projecting unashamed 
populism. Strache has adopted the 
slogan of the party’s former leader Jorg 
Haider, “They are against him because 
he is on your side”, in an attempt to 


mobilise Haider supporters who 
have not yet realised that he has long 
since left the party and founded his 
own, the BZO. 

This might be one reason why Haider 
has decided to be his party’s leading 
candidate. However, he has already 
proclaimed that he will not enter 
parliament because he does not want to 
leave Carinthia and Stadler will be the 
BZO's parliamentary leader. Seeing 
Haider’s arch enemy join the BZO was 
the biggest surprise of a politically 
rather dull summer. It was Stadler who 
hurled the most abuse when Haider left 
the FPO in 2005 but his hatred for 
Strache seems to be even greater. 

Haider is running an _ election 
campaign centred on xenophobia and 
racism and “warning” of the “migration 
of illegal gypsies”. In Carinthia, 
where he is governor, he has ensured 
the deportation of that asylum seekers 
he believes are “criminal”. Haider’s 
racist aim is that “One day there 
will be only people from Carinthia 
living in Carinthia’. 

Polls suggest that the two parties of 
the extreme right will win about a 
quarter of the votes and there are fears 
that together they might become the 
strongest parliamentary force. <i 


AUSTRALIA 
Holocaust denier awaits verdict 


. = 


A HOLOCAUST DENIER may go to prison for 
failing to clean up his website. Dr Fredrick Toben 
(pictured), who runs the historical revisionist Adelaide 
Institute, awaits the verdict of a contempt of court 
hearing in the Federal Court in Adelaide brought by 
the Executive Council of Australian Jewry. 

He has pleaded not guilty to 28 charges of violating 
a 2002 Federal Court order to purge all Holocaust 
denial material from his institute’s website. The judge 
at the time said that Toben’s site “vilified Jewish 
people”. Among the claims Toben makes are that gas 
chambers did not exist at Auschwitz and that the 
Holocaust was “a lie”. 


Germany: Police stop nazi summer camp 
A YOUTH CAMP run by a shadowy nazi organisation was 


broken up by police near Rostock in northern Germany in early 
August. Police said that the 39 children there, who have been 
returned to their homes, were being indoctrinated with nazi 
propaganda under the guise of a summer camp. 

The Heimattreuer Deutsche Jugend (HDJ), which organised 
the camp in a remote forest area of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 
described it as a youth adventure holiday, but a police raid found 
racist propaganda and Nazi material, including tea towels with 
swastikas on them and maps showing Europe and Germany 
with pre-1918 borders. 

The authorities were apparently tipped off by concerned local 
people. The camp’s alleged leader was a 24-year-old from 
Rottenberg in the southwestern state of Baden-Wirttemberg. 


Czech Republic: Fascist registration refused 
THE FOUNDERS of the Czech fascist National Militia 


will appeal against the Interior Ministry’s refusal to register 
their organisation. The reasons for the ministry’s decision 
were that the organisation calls for armed resistance and the 
overthrow of the government, and aims to become stronger 
than the police. 

A spokesman for the fascist outfit claims the decision 
was the result of an “inflammatory campaign” by the media. 
The National Militia has now filed a complaint against reporters 
from the weekly Tyden and has submitted a series of written 
questions to Ivan Langer, the Interior Minister. 

The National Militia is the third Czech fascist group to set up 
a paramilitary strong-arm squad. 


Czech Republic: Terror bible is legal 
THE PUBLICATION of The Turner Diaries, a blueprint for 


terrorist murder internationally popular among nazis, racists 
and antisemites, is not a crime in the Czech Republic, 
according to a legal opinion obtained by the police. 
“The result of the expert opinion, which the police have 
received, says no crime has been committed in connection 
with the book’s publication,” Prague police spokesman 
Ladislav Bernasek told an internet news service. 


France 
FN sells headquarters to Chinese 


Dy 


THE RACIST FRONT NATIONAL is selling its 


headquarters to a Chinese university. Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
party leader has confirmed that the party’s central office, a 
sprawling building in the affluent Paris suburb of Saint-Cloud, 
has been bought by a Shanghai university. 

The irony of this will not be lost on the racist mob that 
follows Le Pen, 79, who has stood in presidential elections 
several times under the slogan “Keep France for the French”. 

Because of his partys debts of up to €9 million 
(47.1 million), he has already flogged his bulletproof car on 
eBay. The buyer of the headquarters, an unnamed Chinese 
higher education institution, has reportedly paid €12-15 
million for the building known as /e paquebot (cruiseliner), 
because of its vaguely nautical look. 

The university is apparently considering turning the building 
into a French language school for Chinese students. Believed to 
be the FN’s most lucrative asset, the building was inherited from 
a millionaire fascist in the 1970s. Some of the party’s bank 
accounts were frozen in July because of a dispute about money 
owed to the companies who printed its campaign material. 


Government party MEP 
to attend anti-Islam congress 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE NORTHERN LEAGUE, which 


has four ministers in Silvio Berlusconi’s 


Cabinet, including the Interior 
Ministry, is to take part in an 
international meeting aimed at 


channelling racist and islamophobic 
sentiments into a common strategy 
for the 2009 European elections. 
The meeting in Cologne from 19 to 21 
September is expected to attract nazis 
and fascists from across Europe (see 
also page 28). 

The “No to islamisation” meeting is 
organised by the German far-right 
group pro-K6ln and is being advertised 
through several websites, including one 
bearing the slogan “White Pride 
Worldwide”, as “the very first Anti- 
Islam congress the world has ever seen”. 

Some of the most inflammatory names 
in European race politics are expected to 
speak at the meeting, including Jean- 
Marie Le Pen from France, Heinz- 
Christian Strache from Austria and Filip 
Dewinter from Belgium. 

The Northern League will be 
represented by Mario Borghezio, an 
MEP and one of its most prominent 
figures. He would certainly have 
declined the invitation had he felt that 
his attendance was contrary to the 
wishes of a key member of his party, the 
Home Secretary Roberto Maroni, and 
of Prime Minister Berlusconi himself. 

Borghezio has excellent credentials 
for this kind of meeting. He began his 
political career as a member of the 
fascist group Ordine Nuovo led by Pino 
Rauti, who is still under investigation 
for terrorist activities. He later joined 
the Northern League, which has been at 
the forefront of the xenophobic trend 
since its inception in the 1980s. 

Once an insignificant regional 
movement led by the rabble-rouser 
Umberto Bossi, whose first targets were 
southern Italians who he considered 
parasites, the League was given 
legitimacy by Berlusconi who brought 
it into his first government in 1994 
alongside the fascists led by 
Gianfranco Fini. Never a mass 
party — it got 4.1% of the vote in 
the 2005 elections and 8.3% last 
April — the League acquired a 
high profile nationally thanks to 
Berlusconi’s granting of important 
Cabinet posts to its MPs. 


While Bossi held the stage 
entertaining the media with his 
secessionist demands and latrine jokes 
(he said would use the Italian flag to wipe 
his ass) his foot soldiers were infecting 
the political and cultural climate of the 
whole country by encouraging violence 
against immigrants, staging Ku Klux 
Kian-style  torch-lit demonstrations 
against the building of mosques and 
mounting attacks against Roma camps. 
Borghezio made his mark by setting fire 
to the tents of immigrants in Turin and 
later fought hard to convince people that 
immigrants were responsible for the 
spread of dangerous diseases such as TB. 

Italy's semi-official government 
presence at the Cologne meeting is 
probably intended as a slap in the face 
to the European Commission for 
Human Rights, which in a recent 
memorandum (CommDH 2008-18) 
accused the Italian government of 
virtual collusion in the xenophobic and 
racist trend that has taken a turn for the 
worse with the continuing attacks 
against immigrants and Roma people. 

The 14-page memorandum speaks of 
over 1,000 Roma dwellings destroyed in 
Rome alone, of violent attacks by the 
police against camps and destruction of 
property, and of unaccountable delays in 
launching investigations into attacks 
conducted by individuals who set fire to 
the camps. In a damning passage the 
memorandum notes that “the hostile 


Mario Borghezio 


environment has recently been 
fostered by statements of certain 
national and local political figures as 
well as by a number of mass media in 
the country. In meetings with the 
Commissioner [Thomas Hammarberg] 
representatives of important NGOs 
deplored an almost total lack of 
rejection of xenophobic statements by 
senior politicians.” 

The memorandum also notes with 
concern that in 2006 “anti-racism 
legislation [in Italy] was modified by 
Law 85/2006 which seriously reduced 
the sentences provided for in cases of 
propaganda advocating racial or ethnic 
superiority or hatred, and instigation to 
commit or the commission of 
discriminatory or violent acts on racial, 
ethnic, national or religious grounds”. 
It recommends the restoring of the old, 
more severe penalties. 

This is unlikely to happen. 
The Berlusconi government returned to 
power after an electoral campaign 
centred on xenophobia, and followed it 
up with a “security package” that includes 
fingerprinting of Roma children, soldiers 
in the streets, expulsions of irregular 
immigrants and the declaration of a state 
of emergency in three regions — measures 
which are unlikely to reduce crime and 
which do not affect the Mafia. The most 
likely prospect is that the government 
will continue to play the racist card to 
strengthen its position in order to make 
further gains at the European elections 
in June 2009. 

Borghezio’s presence in Cologne fits 
within this framework. He is 
refurbishing his credentials in case 
people forgot the slogan he shouted at a 
public meeting: “no to immigrant shits, 
no to Muslims who are fing up our 
schools”. Last month he walked into a 
Catholic Church in Genoa to swear a 
solemn oath that he would oppose, 
with force if necessary, a plan by the 
municipality to build an Islamic 
centre. This act alone will probably 
guarantee him a round of 
applause when he steps on the 
podium in Cologne, next to Le 

Pen and co, with the difference 
that he is in a position to hint 
at a subtext to his speech, 
namely: “I represent the Italian 
government”. ~= 
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The real picture 


ive hundred local residents and anti-fascists joined a 
protest called by the Notts Stop The BNP group last 
month against the BNP’s Red, White and Blue festival in 
the village of Codnor. 
Local and national speakers attacked the BNP’s racist and 
divisive vision for Britain at a rally that included speakers from 
all the major trade unions and Searchlight. 


Protesters then marched on the police lines protecting the 
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Protesters then marched on the police lines protecting the 
BNP, before being addressed by RMT leader Bob Crow. 
The march, with a large number of local and national trade 
union banners, drew a lot attention from local people who 
expressed their own concerns about the BNP descending on 
their community. 

A large uniformed goon-squad was entrusted with ensuring 
the safety of the nazi shindig, led by the inflated ego and 
frame of the nefarious Martin Reynolds. One supporter of Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, even spread a ridiculous rumour the 
night before the protest that anti-fascist protesters had tried 
to bomb the RWB. So overly cautious was the BNP that deputy 
leader Simon Darby refused to allow the local paper’s reporter 
onto the site to cover the event. 

Throughout the day BNP security issued panicked calls for 
help and reinforcements, much to the bemusement of the 
police who reportedly had to instruct Reynolds to “calm down 
and take a deep breath’. 

The local church community were literally a godsend 
throughout the protest, ferrying a hearty supply of fair trade 
refreshments to protesters. One group told Searchlight that 

| the BNP was “unchristian, undemocratic and unwelcome” in 
_Searchlight’s Matthew Collins addresses i their community. — 
_ the protesters... y 
oo - : / : : is ___ Photo; Paul Mattsson 


. 


